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Cupola

A Bright Upgrade for Your
36" Cupola!

Our Cupola Light Kit is tailored
to bring your cupola to life,
adding both visual warmth and
practical convenience.
e Ultra-slim LED design -5
temperature & 3 brightness
settings

e Canless installation for
tight spaces

e Custom engineered
Universal Base by MWI.

ASK US ABOUT:

MWI Access Window
& MWI Wind Kit

mwicomponents.com 800-360-6467 Spencer, IA
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Albert Barnwright

Before the Year Gets Loud

From the Editor:

ver the years, I've had the opportunity to work
alongside a lot of dedicated people in this industry,
and my time with Shield Wall Media has been no
exception.

Like many in construction-focused publishing, my path
hasn’t been a straight line—but that’s part of what makes this
role so rewarding. Being part of Shield Wall Media has meant
staying close to the people who are actually building, design-
ing and shaping the rural construction industry every day. It’s
meant listening, learning and doing my best to tell those stories
in a way that reflects the real work happening out in the field.

What I've come to appreciate most is the consistency of this
audience. Builders, suppliers and crews show up every day to
get the job done, often without much recognition. If there’s one
thing I've tried to carry through my work here, it’s making sure
those efforts don’t go unnoticed—and that the information we
share is actually helpful when it reaches you.

As we continue growing Plain Builder, my focus remains the
same: keep the content practical, keep it relevant and keep it
grounded in the realities of the jobsite. That also means con-
tinuing to highlight the challenges and opportunities facing this
segment of the industry.

Plus, there’s a refreshing, uplifting, human element to Plain
Builder. You’ll find this magazine is different from our other
magazines in that it also includes family focused features like
a “Break Time” word search and even a coloring page for the
children (or whoever else wishes to color it in).

Please tell me your suggestions or feedback about Plain Build-
er; I appreciate any lessons you can provide and ways we can
make the magazine better and more valuable to you. There’s al-
ways more to learn in construction—and from each other—and
that’s a big part of why I'm still here, and still enjoying the work.

— Karen Knapstein, Editor
715-952-1633 « karen@shieldwallmedia.com
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CORRECTION: In the Winter 2025 edition of
Plain Builder, the wrong telephone number
was listed for Fisher Barns in the What Do
You Build section. The correct telephone
number for Fisher Barns is 864-366-7333.
Plain Builder regrets the error.
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715-952-1633 or
karen@shieldwallmedia.com

Shield Wall Media supports and recommends the use of
commonly accepted safety standards. We recognize, however,
that members of some communities are exempt from such
standards. To stay true to the members of the Plain Communities
and the audience of Plain Builder, you will occasionally see
photos in which government-mandated safety standards are not
followed. Shield Wall Media does not endorse those practices.
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into a proven, patent-pending system with the Elite
™ Licensing Program — built for manufacturers
to enter the growing post-frame siding market.

a controlled manufacturing partnership, licensees

A dedicated Batten strip roll-forming machine
Rights to manufacture Elite Batten strips in matching
color profiles

36 INCHES Volume discounts on Elite Batten Clips

Preferred pricing on premium Akzo Nobel painted coil

VOLUME DISCOUNTS Ongoing marketing and sales support from Metal

ON BATTEN CLIPS Exteriors

Elite Batten was engineered to solve installation challenges
while delivering bold board-and-batten aesthetics without
“  VOLUME DISCOUNTS the cost and labor of traditional underlayment systems.
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Manufacture smarter. Sell stronger. Grow with Elite Batten.
ELITEBATTEN

CLIP
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Tips & Tricks

By Plain Builder Staff

Asphalt Shingle Success

12 Field-Ready Tips for Installing Asphalt Shingles

he Asphalt RoofingManufacturers

Association  (ARMA,

asphaltroofing.org) has a wealth

of information available about
asphalt roofing recommended practices.
ARMA has prepared many technical
bulletins and the Residential Asphalt
Roofing Manual to aid roofers in the proper
installation of various asphalt roofing
systems. Here are some important tips
for the successful installation of asphalt
shingles.

WWw.

Follow manufacturer
instructions and local
building codes
The first place you should look for shingle
installation guidance is the instructions
from the asphalt shingle manufacturer. You
must always check local building codes.

Start with a solid deck

Your shingles are only as good as
what’s underneath. Before anything else,
make sure the roof deck is flat, free of
defects, and clear of debris. Any warps
or gaps should be fixed before you install
underlayment or shingles.

Lay underlayment

flat and smooth
Different types of underlayment (self-
adhering,  synthetic, or  saturated
felt) require different  application
practices. Follow the directions for that
material.  Avoid wrinkles or buckles
in underlayment, which may reduce
performance and create uneven surfaces.
Always install underlayment without
folds and ensure seams are properly sealed
when needed.

Usea proper starter course
Don't skip the starter course. It helps
anchor the first row of shingles, gives

8 PLAIN BUILDER — SPRING 2026

cleaner edges, and improves wind resistance
at the eaves. Manufacturers consider it a
necessary element—not an option.

Stick to the recommended

shingle layout
(unless allowed otherwise)
Manufacturers provide layout patterns
for each product for proper installation.
ARMA recommends against “racking”
(vertical alignment of joints) unless the
product is approved for that installation
method. Instead, offset successive courses
to avoid vertical alignment of joints.

Keep exposures and rows

consistent
Small deviations in exposure add up
over a long slope. Use chalk or snap lines
to keep every course aligned. If your
exposure shifts a small amount on each
course, alignment can be off significantly
by the time you reach the ridge. Tight
tolerances contribute to consistent, high-

Pneumatic roofing nailer.
BRIZMAKER-STOCK.ADOBE.COM

quality results.

Flash details properly

Flashings are your roof’s defense
against leaks at walls, dormers, chimneys,
and vent pipes. Flashings must stand the test
oftime. Use metals that resist corrosion, and
size them so water is directed safely away
from vulnerable joints and intersections.
Use step flashing, counter flashing, and
proper integration with shingles. Install
each piece under shingle courses in a way
that channels water off the roof. Avoid
nailing the vertical face of flashing at wall
intersections to permit movement between
the roof and wall. ARMAs manual gives
guidance on recommended placements and
sizes for flashings.

Design valleys carefully

Valleys are  high-risk  zones.
Manufacturers provide guidance with
several acceptable methods (open, closed,
woven). Regardless of method, make sure


http://www.asphaltroofing.org
http://www.asphaltroofing.org

Tired of Customers complaining about a dripping roof?
Let Dripstop™ solve your condensation problems
before they start.

Non insulated

metal sheet roof ) Dripstop™ is applied at the
time of roll forming

v Unmatched Durability
. v Prevents Bird Nesting Issues

vapor barrier v Easy to Clean
v’ Maintenance Free
Dripstop” .
paflatind g v Weather Resistant
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R
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than other condensation control solutions
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Tips & Tricks

to pay attention to the details specific to
the valley type being installed.

Drive nails correctly
Nailing errors are a leading cause of
issues. ARMA technical bulletins provide
recommendations, including:
o Nails must be corrosion-resistant
(galvanized, stainless, aluminum)
o Minimum shank diameter: 12 gauge
(0.105 inch)
o Minimum head diameter: 3/8 inch
« Nails should penetrate at least % inch
into the roof deck (or through the deck if
thinner)
o Drive them flush—not overdriven or
underdriven
o For standard applications, most
shingles use four nails per shingle, unless
the manufacturer says otherwise
« For applications in high wind areas,
the shingle manufacturer may have special
instructions
o Improper nailing contributes to blow-
offs, raised tabs, and seal failures.
'I Plan for waste and
complex geometry
Trim, cuts, dormers, hips, valleys—all
result in waste. Waste allowances could

be anywhere from 2% to 10%, depending
on roof complexity. Make sure your initial
material order accounts for that so you

don’t run short mid-job.
'I Work penetrations and
solar mounts smartly

With more roofs adding solar and
mechanical penetrations, proper flashing
design is critical. Keep penetrations
minimal, place them where flashing
can be robust, and account for thermal

movement.

'I 2 Inspect and maintain
after installation

After installation and over the life of the

roof, inspect flashings, seals, and areas

prone to wear. Regular maintenance

prolongs life.

BONUS TIP: Cold-Weather
Installation

Guidance for cold-weather installs:

* Handle shingles gently in the cold—
they can crack or break under stress.

* Shingles need to be flexible enough to
use without damaging them. If necessary,
store bundles indoors before use to keep
them flexible.

¢ In very cold conditions, hand-sealing
shingles with approved roofing cement
may be needed.

WARNING: Working on a roof can be
dangerous. ARMA reminds those engaged
in roofing work to follow applicable
safety regulations and safe work practices,
including the use of all appropriate safety
equipment.

Why These Tools Align
With ARMA Guidance

o ARMA stresses proper nailing as one
of the most critical performance factors.
Having tools that ensure nails are placed
and driven correctly is fundamental.

o Flashing and trim details are crucial
for water shedding, so bending tools,
caulk guns, and measuring tools become
necessary for clean, durable transitions.

o Deck prep and cleanup are explicitly
in ARMA’s materials, so tools that aid
tear-off and debris removal help meet
those expectations.

o Safe and handling of
shingle bundles (especially in heat) is
part of ARMA’ storage and handling
recommendations, which means lifting
and handling gear matters on site. PB

careful

10 Tools Most Helpful for Installing

Asphalt Shingle Roofs (Per ARMA)

1. Pneumatic roofing nailer
(or properly adjusted pneumatic tool)

ARMA’s Nail Application of Asphalt Strip Shingles states
that “all nails are to be driven by hand or with a pneumatic
nailing tool that has been properly adjusted to drive the nails

correctly.”

Getting the right drive ensures nails
are flush—not over-driven or under-
driven—which is critical to shingle
performance and wind resistance.

2. Hand hammer
(for spot nailing or adjusting nails)
Even whenh using pneumatic
tools, some nails may have

12 PLAIN BUILDER — SPRING 2026

to be adjusted by hand (“Under-driven nails can be tapped
down. Remove overdriven or crooked nails ... and place
another nail nearby.”)

A hammer is useful for finishing nails
or correcting misfires.

3. Chalk line [ snap line

For keeping shingle

courses straight and
aligned, ARMA's
manual describes
snapping

horizontal chalk
lines



1CC

Scan for our full range
of foundation solutions
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Tips & Tricks

parallel to the eaves and centerlines on long runs to split
courses symmetrically.

This tool helps maintain consistent exposure and alignment
across the roof slope.

4. Utility knife / roofing knife [/ hook
blade knife

Cutting shingles for trim, hips, rakes, and valleys requires a
sharp, durable knife. ARMA's installation chapters frequently
refer to timming shingles and shaping cutouts (especially in
valleys, dormers, and flashing areas).

A good knife reduces tearing, ensures clean edges, and
helps with fit around penetrations.

5. Drip edge / flashing bending
tool or brake

Shingle systems require drip edge
along eaves and rakes, as well as
custom flashing at walls, chimneys,
and other intersections {the ARMA
manual devotes d full chapter to
flashing).

To fabricate drip edges
or bend flashing materials
to correct angles,
a brake or
bending tool is
indispensable.

6. Measuring tape [ rule [ speed square
Accurdte measurement is critical for spacing,
exposure, cut lines, and alignment. When
setting the exposure distance (e.g, 5",
6"), installing flashings, or trimming
shingles, precise measurement tools
are needed. ARMA emphasizes
maintaining “tight tolerances”
on exposure and layout.
Tools like a speed
square also aid in
cutting accurate
angles for hips
and ridges.

14 PLAIN BUILDER — SPRING 2026

7. Roofing shovel [
tear-off shovel [ shingle
remover tool

In roof replacement jobs,
ARMA’s manual includes
instructions on stripping old
roofing down to the deck and
cleaning the deck before new
application.

A roofing shovel or tear-
off tool helps remove old
shingles, underlayment,
and debris
efficiently.

8. Broom [ roof broom [ blower
(for deck cleanup)

Before installing underlayment or shingles, the
deck must be clean and free of debris, fastener protrusions,
and loose material. ARMA’s manual instructs sweeping the
deck clean after tear-off.

A sturdy broom or blower ensures the deck surface is
smooth and ready for underlayment.

9. Caulking gun [ sealant or
roofing cement applicator

ARMA'’s flashing and detail instructions often require
applying asphalt roof cement or compatible
sealant at flashing edges and cutouts.

A caulking gun or
controlled applicator
allows accurate
dispensing of
sedlant where
needed.

10. Bundle lifting / handling equipment
(roof dolly, hoist, safety line, ladder setup)
While ARMA’s manuals
don't call out brand names,
they do emphasize safety,
proper handling of bundles,
and avoiding bending or
damaging shingles. For
example, in hot-weather
storage guidance, ARMA
warns that shingles
become more flexible and
must be handled carefully
to avoid damage.
Tools for safely lifting
and placing bundles (e.g.,
roof hoists, hoisting rope
systems, material handling carts) help preserve shingle
integrity and improve installation efficiency. PB

CATUNCIA-STOCK.ADOBE.COM
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Business Building

By Precise Builder

Whehn a Good Jobsite
Is Not Enough

The story of Sam Dienner and the part of the
business many builders were never taught

or many men in the building trade,
work is more than a paycheck. It is
a way of life.

We learned young how to work
with our hands. We learned how to show
up early, use materials wisely, measure
carefully, and stand behind what we build.
Many of us learned from fathers and
grandfathers who taught us that a good
name matters, waste is costly, and honest
work ought to speak for itself.

That kind of upbringing makes for good
craftsmen.

But it does not always prepare a man for
the office side of the business.

And that is where many good builders
begin to feel strain.

Consider the story of Sam Dienner.

Sam of Dienner Custom Builders was
the kind of man people respected. He knew
the work. He could look over a job, spot
a problem quickly, keep a crew moving,
and turn out work a customer could take
pride in. Like many builders, Sam started
out with a simple belief: if he worked hard,
treated people fairly, and did the job right,
the business would take care of itself.

For a while, that seemed true.

But as the work increased, so did the
burden that came with it.

Sam’s hardest work was no longer only
on the jobsite. Much of it was waiting for
him after supper.

There were estimates to prepare. Bills
to sort. Materials to check. Calls to return.
Questions from customers. Questions from
suppliers. Questions from the crew about
what was coming next. Some information
was written on paper. Some were in a
notebook. Some were on a calendar. Some
were in a text message. Some of it was
simply being carried in his head from one
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day to the next.

Like many builders, Sam could keep a
job moving better than he could keep the
office in order.

He was not lazy. He was not careless. He
was doing what many hardworking men do
when a company grows faster than its back
office: he was carrying too much himself.

That kind of strain does not stay at the
shop.

It follows a man home.

It sits with him at the kitchen table. It
keeps running through his mind in the
evening. It turns Saturdays into catch-
up days. It can make a business look
sound from the outside while too much
underneath is being held together by
memory, long hours, and constant effort.

Many builders know this feeling, even if
they do not talk about it often.

On the jobsite, most men understand
the value of order without having to be
told. Materials are placed where they can
be reached. Tools are kept where they
belong. Measurements are checked. The
crew knows the plan. Good work goes
faster when things are clear.

The office is no different.

When estimating is done a different
way each time, details get missed. When
job information is scattered in too many
places, forgotten. When
customer conversations are not kept

things are

clearly, promises slip through the cracks.
When labor, materials, and changes are not
tracked until later, a job can look profitable
long after the margin has already begun to
disappear.

Usually the problem is not a lack of
effort.

Usually it is a lack of order.

That was the lesson Sam came to

understand.

The turning point was not that he
stopped caring about craftsmanship. It was
that he began to see the office as part of the
craft of running a good business. The back
side of the company needed the same care
as the field side.

So Sam began putting simple order
where there had been too much guessing.

He worked toward handling estimates
in a more consistent way. He made sure
job details had a proper place. He kept
better track of customer communication,
schedules, changes, and costs while the
work was still in progress instead of trying
to sort it all out afterward. Rather than
letting important details live in too many
places, he moved toward keeping them
together in one dependable place where
they could be reviewed and acted on more
easily.

The change was not flashy.

But it was important.

His crew had clearer information.
Customers received better follow-through.
Fewer details were lost. He had a truer
sense of what jobs were producing. And
perhaps most important of all, he was no
longer carrying the same weight home with
him every night.

The kitchen table gradually became a
family table again instead of a second office.

That matters more than many men care
to admit.

A disorderly office does not remain in
the office. It affects the home, the family,
the schedule, the peace of mind, and the
future of the business itself. A man may be
working hard from early morning until late
evening and still feel uncertain because too
much depends on memory and too much
important information is scattered.



"Precise Builder is a great tool to track CRM,
project management, and especially job
costs. If you're looking to take your business to
the next level, this is how you do it.”

How Our Software Can Replace Those

About Us

Precise Builder specializes in helping
Plain community exterior contractors
bring estimates, schedules, and job details
into one clear system.

Built by our local team in Lancaster, PA, it
helps you run your business with order,
clarity, and stewardship that honors God,
your team, and your work.

Call For More Info



Business Building

A good business needs more than skill in
the field.

It also needs dependable habits in the
office.

That does not mean a builder has to
become someone he is not. It does not
mean he must give up the work he loves
or spend his days trying to be an office
man. It simply means he must give proper
attention to the part of the company that
protects everything else.

Good builders already understand
stewardship.

They wunderstand taking
materials, time, money, reputation, and the
trust people place in them.

Office order is part of that same
stewardship.

Clear estimating is stewardship.

Clear scheduling is stewardship.

Clear records are stewardship.

Knowing what a job is truly costing is
stewardship.

care of

Making sure the right people can find
the right information at the right time is
stewardship.

And building a company that does not
constantly burden the home is stewardship
too.

In recent years, more contractors have
looked for better ways to bring estimating,
scheduling, job details, communication,
and job costs into better order. The
approach may vary from one company to
another, but the need is much the same: less
confusion, less guessing, fewer dropped
details, and better clarity about what is
happening in the business from day to day.

That is not about chasing trends.

It is about building something steadier.

For a man in the trades, it is natural to
take satisfaction in what can be seen at
the end of the day: a straight line, a tight
joint, a solid job, work done well. But the
unseen side matters too. The office may not
look like much from the road, yet it affects

nearly everything. The profit on the job, the
trust of the customer, the confidence of the
crew, and the peace a man carries home to
his family.

Hard work remains necessary. It always
will.

But hard work by itself is not always
enough.

The story of Sam is not unusual because
he lacked discipline or skill. It is familiar
because many builders have stood in the
same place. They know what it is to do
excellent work with their hands while
feeling stretched thin by the part of the
business they were never really taught.

A good jobsite is a blessing.

So is a well-run office.

And when the two begin to work
together, a business is in a much better
position to serve customers well, provide
stability for the family, and remain sound
for years to come. PB
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What Do You Build?

Quality Storage Buildings
Post-Frame Studio Shed

Location: South Dakota

Building Size: 12x16 « Roof Pitch: 2/12

Roof: Metal Panels from Dakota Steel & Trim Inc. / Strong Rib
Black Metal Roofing

Walls: LP Outdoor Building Solutions / LP Smartside Panels
with Silvertech

Walk Doors: 6’ Double Wood Door, 36” Wood Door

Windows: Dutchland Windows from WEH Supply / 3-247x36”
Brown Single Pane Windows, 4-10”x36” Brown Single Pane
Transom Windows

Other Details: Siding Color: Sherwin Williams French Roast
(SW 6069) Super Paint
Trim: MiraTEC Treated Exterior Composite Trim
Trim Color: Sherwin Williams Tricorn Black (SW 6258) Su-
per Paint
Drip Guard: Innovations Manufacturing / Aluminum Door
Drip Guard above both doors
Shelving: 3-Tier 2’x3” Shelves « Workbench: 2’x3” Workbench
- With a 3/4” ProStruct Top
Floors: 12” o/c with 2x4 Pressure Treated Floor Joist
Floor Sheeting: LP Outdoor Building Solutions / 34" LP
ProStruct Flooring with SmartFinish

www.qualitystoragebuildings.com
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Backyard Escapes
Stick-Built Pool House

Location: Maryland

Building Size: 8x36 « Roof Pitch: 8/12
Foundation: Concrete slab

Shingles: GAF Black

Other: Straight Windowed Cupola

Description:
This pool house was designed to serve as the centerpiece of
the owners' pool area, while also housing an outdoor kitch-
en, an indoor kitchen, and a bathroom. It features a custom
arched center, vinyl board and batten siding, and a straight
top windowed cupola as decoration.

https://buyamishsheds.com/
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ASTA America delivers trusted performance in commercial and rolling doors. Now, our Mt. Airy facility
expands that legacy with durable, easy-to-install carport and shed components—manufactured and
stocked on-site for faster turnaround. From doors and galvanized steel tubing to panels, trim and
hardware, ASTA provides the quality, value, and reliability you need—without compromise.

ASTAAMERICA.COM For more information on ASTA AMERICA
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What Do You Build?

Metal Exteriors
Elite Batten Panel

Elite Batten is a 36-inch coverage, hidden-fastener board and
batten panel designed for post-frame construction. It provides the
appearance of traditional board and batten siding while installing
directly to standard exterior framing.

Elite Batten is installed using a two-part system. A base panel
(Elite Rib) is applied to the structure in a conventional manner.
Clips are then used to secure the panel to the girts, and snap-on
batten strips are added to create the board and batten profile. The
system is engineered to attach directly to typical post-frame wall
framing without the need for solid sheathing.

Key Features:

36-inch panel coverage

Hidden fastener design

Direct-to-girt installation (no OSB or plywood required)

Snap-on batten strips for finished appearance

Compatible with standard post-frame construction methods

Because the system does not require a solid underlayment,
it eliminates the additional material and labor associated with

installing OSB or plywood. Compared to traditional 10-inch board
and batten panels, Elite Batten installs in approximately half the
time, reducing overall labor requirements.

Designed for post-frame buildings, including residential,
agricultural and light commercial projects, where a board and
batten aesthetic is desired without the added complexity of
traditional installation methods.

Elite Batten is a patent-pending system currently being adopted
across the post-frame construction market. PB

https://metalexteriors.com/
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Tips & Tricks

By Tarek Droubi, Engineering Manager, IMETCO

Top 10 Pointers for Successful
Metal Panel Installation

Practical guidance for post-frame and light commercial construction

etal siding has become a
go-to solution across post-
frame, agricultural, and light
commercial ~ construction.
Its durability, low maintenance, and
efficient installation make it a
practical choice for a wide range of
building types. However, achieving
a clean appearance and long-term
performance depends on more than
simply choosing the right panels.
Proper  planning,  appropriate
material ~ selection, and well-
executed installation practices all
play a role in the outcome.
The following ten pointers
highlight key considerations that can
help crews deliver consistent, high-
quality metal panel installations.

Start with a Square and

True Structure

A successful installation begins
with the structure itself. Metal
panels will follow whatever surface
they are attached to, which means
any irregularities in the framing
will be visible once the panels are
installed. Walls that are out of plumb
or corners that are not square can
lead to alignment issues that become
more noticeable as installation
progresses. Taking the time to
verify that framing is straight, square, and
consistent before panel installation begins
will help prevent rework and improve the
finished appearance.

Select Materials with
the End Use in Mind
Choosing the right panel system is
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critical, particularly in post-frame and light
commercial applications where buildings
are often exposed to demanding conditions.
Panel gauge, profile, and material should
all be considered together. Heavier gauge

Oregon State Hospital. PHOTO COURTESY OF IMETCO.

panels offer increased rigidity and can
help reduce visible waviness, while panel
profiles with deeper ribs improve strength
and spanning capability. Panel materials
also vary in performance. In environments
where moisture, livestock, or chemicals
are present, selecting a corrosion resistant
material and finish is crucial. Matching the

material to the application ensures long-
term performance and durability.

Understand Oil Canning
Before It Becomes an Issue

Oil canning is a term used to
describe the visible waviness that
can appear in the flat areas of metal
panels. It is an aesthetic condition, not
a structural failure, but it can affect
how a finished wall looks, particularly
in certain lighting conditions. Several
factors contribute to oil canning,
including uneven framing, internal
stress in the metal,
fasteners, and thermal movement.
While it cannot always be eliminated,
it can be minimized by starting with
a flat substrate, handling panels
carefully, and installing fasteners
correctly. Panel material and profiles
with ribs or striations can also help
reduce the visual effect. Understanding
this characteristic upfront helps set
realistic expectations and avoids
unnecessary concern after installation.

over-driven

Handle Panels Carefully
from Delivery to
Installation
Damage to panels often occurs
before they are ever installed. Improper
handling can lead to bent panels or
scratched finishes, both of which can affect
performance and appearance.

Carrying panels in a vertical position
helps prevent bending, while avoiding
contact between panel surfaces reduces
the risk of scratching. Storing panels off
the ground and protected from moisture is
also important, especially if they will be on
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site for any length of time. Good handling
practices help ensure the panels perform as
intended once installed.

Plan the Layout Before
Starting Installation
A well-planned layout helps maintain
a consistent appearance and reduces the
need for adjustments during installation.
Determining a starting point, confirming
panel coverage widths, and considering
how panels will terminate at corners or
openings are all part of this process.
Establishing reference lines such as chalk
lines or string lines can help keep panels
aligned throughout the installation. Taking
a few extra minutes to plan can prevent
uneven panel widths and cumulative
alignment errors.

Incorporate Moisture
Management Strategies
Even with metal siding, a weather

resistant barrier provides an added layer
of protection against moisture and air
infiltration. While it may be omitted in
some simpler structures, it contributes
significantly to the overall wall system
performance. Incorporating this layer can
help manage moisture that gets behind the
panels and improve building performance
and longevity.

Oregon State Hospital. PHOTO COURTESY OF IMETCO.

Use Proper Fasteners and
Installation Technique
Fasteners play a critical role in both
the performance and appearance of
metal siding. Using the correct fasteners,
typically those recommended by the panel
manufacturer, helps ensure compatibility

and durability. Fasteners should be driven
straight and seated snugly without being
over tightened. Over driving screws
can damage sealing washers and create
opportunities for leaks, while inconsistent
fastening can lead to panel distortion.
Use recommended fasteners and adhere

COIL UPENDER

+ Needs no electricity or hydraulic system to run.
+ Compact footprint (4’ x 6).

* Easily movable with forklift.

+ Manufactured with built-in safety features.

FOUR STAR

* ok ok ok
WELDING

Works Automatically: returns to an upright
pasition after tipping & removing a coil.

(406) 880-0323

REMOVABLE TRAY
SHEET RACKS to order or for more
information.
Nationwide
COIL RACKS Shipping Available

WWW.SHIELDWALLMEDIA.COM 25
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to proper installation methods. Correct
fastening durability, weather
resistance, and a clean appearance.

ensures

Monitor Alignment
Throughout the Installation
Maintaining alignment is an ongoing

process. Even small deviations at the start
of a wall can become more pronounced as
additional panels are installed. Checking
alignment regularly using a level or string
line allows for small corrections before
issues become more noticeable. Staying
attentive during installation helps ensure a
straight, uniform finished surface.

Allow for Thermal Movement
Metal expands and contracts with
temperature changes, and installations
should account for this natural movement.
If panels are restrained too tightly,
movement can lead to buckling or added
stress at fasteners. Avoiding over tightening

fasteners and following recommended
installation details allow the system to
accommodate these changes. Considering
temperature conditions during installation
can also help reduce potential issues.

'I Treat Details as Critical
Components, Not

Afterthoughts

While the field of the panel often
performs well, transitions, trim and
flashing details are where most failures
occur. Properly installed trim and flashing
help direct water away from the building
and complete the system. Ensuring
that trim pieces are properly aligned,
overlapped, and installed according to best
practices improves both performance and
overall appearance.

Final Thoughts
Metal panel installation may seem
straightforward, but consistent execution

is what separates an average job from
a high-quality one. From selecting the
right materials to maintaining alignment
and handling panels properly, each step
contributes to the outcome. By focusing
on these fundamentals, builders can
deliver metal siding installations that
not only look good when completed but
continue to perform reliably over time.

PB

This article was developed with input from
professionals experienced in the design and
manufacture of pre-engineered metal panel
systems for a wide range of construction
applications.

Tarek Droubi is the Engineering
Manager at IMETCO, where he leads the
Engineering Services team and supports
research and development initiatives that
drive innovation in metal building envelope
systems.
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ROOFING » PLUMBING  ELECTRICAL  HU/AC  SOLAR
Sealing pipes, cables, conduit, wire, solar, refrigeration lines, venting. Etc.,.
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azfec
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Mutti-Port

Standard Applications - 1/8" to 1-1/2” pipes/wires
Retrofit Applications - 1-1/4 to 2-1/4” pipes/wires
Ports Range: 1/64 to 3/8” + Base Range: 4-1/2”

Multi-Flash

Standard Applications - 5/8” to 28-1/2" pipes/vents
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Base Range: 4-1/2" to 34"
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Booth 504: Learn About
AceClamp Products
June 10-11in York, PA

ceClamp® leads the market in rooftop snow
retention and solar mounting systems, blending
cutting-edge innovation with practical solutions
that save contractors time and money. Our fully
assembled clamps streamline installation, reducing labor costs
without sacrificing performance. The cornerstone of “The
AceClamp Advantage” is a patented push-pin design that is a
non-penetrating, self-locking clamp that uses a single fastener
to evenly distribute force across two push-pins, eliminating set
screws and the need for retorqueing.

Proven through rigorous third-party testing, this inventive
approach ensures lasting strength and reliability. Primarily
engineered for standing seam metal roofs (SSMR), AceClamp’s
versatile, innovative systems also support asphalt, membrane,
and slate applications.

With unmatched speed, durability, and innovative design,
AceClamp is the Smarter Clamp and delivers a forward-thinking
edge to every project. PB
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Closer Look

By Elam Miller, The Dog Kennel Collection

Building for Animals

Unique Design & Construction Challenges

magine a space designed and
dedicated to your animals’ comfort
and safety. A place where every
detail is intentional and shaped by
the builder’s experience and knowledge.
Building with these principles in mind
has taught me valuable lessons that have
helped me become a better builder overall.
The insights and creative problem-solving
I've gained from designing animal shelters
have shaped the way I approach all kinds of
building, well beyond animal structures.

The Rise in Demand
for Animal Shelters

The demand for purpose-built animal
structures has grown dramatically since
I first began building chicken coops with
The Hen House Collection. Since starting
my businesses, I've noticed that customers
are looking for custom-designed shelters
for their animals that cater to their
unique needs, not just a generic new or
renovated shed. For every animal, there
are different needs that must be met.
For example, dogs and chickens bring

Dog kennelling facility in Connecticut.

moisture through water bowls, urine,
and by tracking in rain, snow, and mud.
If left unchecked, this can easily lead to
mold, rot, and rust in the shelter. My team
and I address these challenges by starting
with our initial design layout and building
by prioritizing the animals’ well-being
and safety. Providing these structures to

The team at The Dog Kennel Collection designs structures that prioritize animal

comfort and safety.
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our customers has helped to expand the
market for thoughtfully designed, long-
term-use shelters.

The most important thing to keep in
mind is that customers are looking for
shelters that are durable, above all else.
That's why there is such high demand
for builders who specialize in animal-
specific ~ construction. Only those
specialized builders who have spent years
creating chicken coops or dog kennels
understand the importance of predator-
proofing,  species-specific  ventilation,
and durable animal-safe materials. Their
experience equips them to anticipate the
unique challenges animals pose, such as
chewing, digging, or pecking, ensuring
the completed structure is both safe and
functional in ways that general builders
may overlook.

Common Building Trends
in Pet Structures

Lately, there has been a basic trend
in layouts for pet structures, while still
allowing owners the option to choose
how they want their structures to look
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aesthetically and how they want their
structure to fit into their own space. There
has also been a strong emphasis on more
robust door systems, improved drainage
plans, and integrated ventilation rather
than add-on vents. Now more than ever,
builders are paying closer attention to the
materials they use to ensure the comfort
and safety of the animals, including the
effects of moisture and cleaning chemicals
on both the structure and the animals.

Staying Clear Of Unmodified
Sheds Or Generic Outdoor
Structures For Animals

Using sheds as the base foundation for
these projects can be hazardous for animals
if you dont know what youre doing.
General-purpose sheds will rarely meet
the requirements for an animal shelter.
It's important to note that manufactured
sheds are designed for static storage, not
for housing living animals, and frequently
lack proper ventilation and sanitation.
Overlooking these renovation needs can
lead to complications such as poor air
quality, moisture buildup, and unsafe
surfaces, which can all result in injury to
your shelter and animals if not addressed,
especially  without  animal-friendly
materials. However, you can convert these
generic sheds for pets if you take the right
steps. When making such adjustments,
builders should rework the wall structure
to improve airflow, upgrade the flooring
to withstand repeated moisture exposure,
and reinforce the doors and hardware to

Smooth, sealed floors and walls that resist moisture and won't trap dirt. pHoros

COURTESY OF ELAM MILLER, THE DOG KENNEL COLLECTION.

support thermal regulation. In general, it’s
better to just design or build a structure
specifically with your animals in mind.

How A Dog Kennel Is Different
From Other Structures, Such As
A Chicken Coop, A Shed,
Or A Barn

A valuable mindset for any builder is to
think like a specialist, even if youre not
one. For example, a dog kennel builder
must pay close attention to how dogs
interact with their environment: chewing,
scratching, and pacing demands tougher
fasteners and damage-resistant materials.

Chicken coop builders focus on more
predator-proof features and controlled
ventilation, while barn builders prioritize
scale, weight distribution, and equipment
access.

Building For Animals:
Key Considerations
Ventilation:

Ventilation doesn’t just keep animals
cool in the summer. Ventilation also
helps moisture  year-round,
which will help your animals stay warm
and comfortable even in the winter. For
many enclosed shelters, the best year-

remove

POST-FRAME BOOTH
BUILDER/SSHOW # 821
JUNE 10 & 11, YORK, PA
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round ventilation for an animal shelter is mechanical controlled
ventilation (MCV) or a zoned HVAC system with negative
pressure. This will ensure air is exhausted rather than recirculated.

Durability:

Animal structures experience more wear and tear than most
other buildings. That’s why it’s important to use robust framing,
strong fasteners, and materials that can withstand chewing,
scratching, or pecking from either dogs, horses, cows, or birds.
High-density polyethylene (HDPE) panels are non-porous and
resist damage, while fiberglass reinforced panels (FRP) offer
extra strength and are resistant to moisture. Choosing durable
materials like these means less maintenance, fewer repairs, and a
safer shelter for your animals.

Sanitation:

Proper cleaning and disinfection minimize pathogen load,
reduce pest populations, limit zoonotic disease transmission
to humans, and improve livestock productivity. Install smooth,
sealed floors and walls that resist moisture and won't trap in dirt,
such as epoxy moisture barriers and coatings. Sheet vinyl is also
an excellent choice for damp areas that are prone to moisture
buildup.

Manufacturer Of Roll Forming Equipment

OUR PRODUCTS

Panel Lines Shears Wrappers Custom
Trim Machines Slitters J-Channel Machines
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Smooth, sealed floors and walls that resist moisture and

won'’t trap dirt. PHOTOS COURTESY OF ELAM MILLER, THE DOG KENNEL
COLLECTION.

Materials:

Use pressure-treated wood with more animal-safe, less
hazardous preservatives like alkaline copper quaternary (ACQ)
or copper azole (CA), and avoid chromated copper arsenate-
treated wood, which is toxic. Seal or cover any areas animals
might chew or peck with a non-toxic, durable, animal-safe
barrier such as water-based coatings. This will prevent animals
from having direct contact with the pressure-treated wood.

Fetching Results

A valuable mindset for any builder is to think like a specialist,
even if youre not one. This means approaching every project
with the attention to detail a specialist would bring. For example,
when considering ventilation, durability, sanitation, or materials,
a builder should consider how these factors apply specifically
to each animal and environment. By applying a specialized
approach to each aspect, builders can create better, safer spaces
that will best meet the needs of animals and their owners. In my
experience, adopting this mindset has helped my team design
structures that truly prioritize animal comfort and safety. PB
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News

E-Impact Marketing Announces
Completion of Ownership Transition

E-Impact Marketing, a full-service digital marketing agency found-
ed in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, in 2015, has officially completed a tran-
sition in ownership. As of February 4, 2026, the company is now led
by new co-owners Eric Wenger, James Charles, and Joel Steele, who
succeeded the founder of E-Impact, Chris Stoltzfus. Stoltzfus stepped
down as CEO of E-Impact to spend more time at
other business ventures and to focus on writing
and teaching.

E-Impact Marketing helps small and mid-sized
businesses grow online through services like web-
site design, SEO, and content creation. Founded
by Chris Stoltzfus in 2015, E-Impact has since re-
located its headquarters to downtown Lancaster
and opened an office in Brooklyn, New York, to
better serve its diverse client base. The company’s commitment to
client success has earned national recognition, including spots for
E-Impact on the Inc. 5000 list in 2024 and 2025, the 2025 Financial
Times Fastest Growing Companies List, and recognition as a Google
Premier Partner in 2025.

The new owners aim to build upon the strong foundation estab-
lished by Stoltzfus, bringing fresh perspectives and specialized exper-
tise to drive future growth for both the company and its customers.
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This change marks a new era for the company; the collective leader-
ship of Wenger, Charles, and Steele will shape not only E-Impact’s
future but also its role in the evolving digital marketing industry.
For James Charles, Co-owner and COO, “stewardship” rather
than “ownership” defines his vision of the future for E-Impact. He
says, “This business is an avenue to serve and bless a lot of people,
and our goal is to protect it and ensure it reaches its full potential”
Joel Steele, Co-owner and CPO (Chief People
Officer), is most excited about connecting with
more people as E-Impact grows. For Steele, “The
future of E-Impact starts with the people. As we
grow and shift with the ever-changing digital
landscape, we get to keep recruiting amazing indi-
viduals to help take us into the future. Our people
are what set us apart from other organizations.”
Together, the team is set up to continue deliver-
ing meaningful and measurable results for clients in sectors such as
storage sheds and garages, pole barns and roll forming, and con-
struction and outdoor living. They also have their eyes on what's
next. As Steele puts it, “In the future, I see us adopting new profit
centers, perfecting our craft, and always being on the front lines of
what the digital world demands of us”
This new leadership team is strategically guiding E-Impact Mar-
keting towards continued growth. PB

e

We've seen REAL results day
in and day out from their work.
Couldn’t be happier!

- C. Nissley, CMT Components
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Business Building

By Central States Inc.

Building Stronger Relationships

Practical Ways To Work More Effectively with Distributors and Manufacturers

uilders in the Plain Communi-
ties are known for quality work-
manship, honesty, and depend-
ability. These strengths have built
long standing demand for your construc-
tion services, especially in agricultural,
post-frame, and light commercial markets.

As the building industry has continued
to change, many suppliers, manufacturers,
dealers, and distributors now rely heavily
on digital communication which can create
challenges for some portions of the Plain
Communities.

Strong business relationships are still
possible and can be very successful when
builders set up communication channels in
advance and have a plan to stay informed.

Increasingly Digital
Business World

Most large building products manufac-
turers and distributors communicate at
least partially through email, online por-
tals, digital price lists, and app-based con-
tractor programs. These tools are designed
for speed and scale, but they often assume
anytime internet access.

When builders don’t respond to an email
or online request, suppliers may mistak-
enly believe there is no interest or that the
message has been received and there are
no questions, when, in reality, the message
may never have been seen.

The construction industry moves quick-
ly. Prices change, products evolve, and con-
tractor programs come and go. Builders
who rely only on word of mouth may miss
important opportunities.

By staying organized, maintaining
trusted relationships, and communicating
clearly about preferences, builders can stay
informed without compromising their
values.

1. Take a Proactive Approach

Builders can strengthen outside business

relationships by being clear and intentional
about how they prefer to work. The major-
ity of suppliers and dealers are happy to
adjust their processes or formats to accom-
modate those preferences. Make sure that
key suppliers and dealers understand your
preferred method of communication and
have your up-to-date contact information,
which could include the mailing address or
phone number where you want key busi-
ness information communicated.

2. Choose a Consistent Point of Contact

Many successful builders work directly
in-person with a trusted dealer, driver,
bookkeeper, or business partner who regu-
larly also interacts digitally with the major
manufacturers or other parts of the distri-
bution channel. Having one known contact
that is available for regularly-occurring
in-person communication helps prevent
missed messages that may have been com-
municated digitally. Don’t have one of
these points of contact? Don't be afraid to
ask your supplier or dealer for one — most
would love to help.

2. Keep a Central Information Binder

Making and maintaining a binder of the
most updated product information for each
manufacturer or supplier can be a powerful
business tool. Many of these items are
available in digital formats on companies’
websites, but physical copies of brochures,
color lists, warranties, price pages, and
delivery schedules can be obtained by
directly requesting from the manufacturer
or by picking up the physical items from
your preferred local dealer location. It is
critical to ask periodically regarding any
changes to the product offering and replace
with the most up-to-date physical assets.

3. Schedule Regular Check Ins

Rather than waiting for changes to
arrive unexpectedly, builders can schedule
monthly or quarterly in-person meetings
with key manufacturing or distribution

representatives. These meetings help
builders stay ahead of price changes, new
products, and program deadlines.

4. Ask for Information in the Right
Format

Most suppliers are willing to adapt if
they understand the need. Asking for
printed copies, mailed updates, or in-
person explanations often leads to better
communication than trying to fit into
digital systems that dont work well for
everyone.

Making the Most of Relationships

Local dealers and distributors are often
the strongest bridge between Plain Com-
munity builders and manufacturers. These
partners understand regional needs and
can explain programs, provide materials,
and advocate on a builder’s behalf.

Building loyalty with a nearby dealer
through consistent business and open
communication, often results in better
service, clearer information, and fewer
surprises.

Mutual Respect Builds
Strong Business

Strong partnerships do not require
abandoning tradition. They
understanding.

Manufacturers and distributors benefit
from the reliability and craftsmanship
of Plain Community builders. Builders
benefit from suppliers who respect
their communication style and provide
information in usable ways.

When both sides communicate with
patience, clarity, and respect, business
relationships grow stronger, more efficient,
and more profitable for everyone involved.

In the end, good business is still built
the same way it always has been on trust,
consistency, and reliability. PB

require
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Supplier Directory

WINDOWS, DOORS & HARDWARE

A.J. Manufacturing, Inc.
1217 Oak St.

Bloomer, WI 54724
800-328-9448

715-568-3099 (fax)
info@ajdoor.com
www.ajdoor.com

Steel walk doors pre-hung in steel, aluminum
or stainless steel frames with 4” x 4.5” fixed pin
hinges for 4-way universal swing, foamed in
place door lite and polyurethane foam injected
for an R14 insulating value. Harmony™ & Main
Street™ vinyl windows with EZ-v™ trim and
flashing.

Apple Outdoor Supply
PO Box 1039

Hildebran, NC 28637
800-704-8112

800-633-7916 (fax)
orders@appleoutdoorsupply.com
www.appleoutdoorsupply.com

Since 1997, Apple Outdoor Supply has been

a wholesaler of shed, barn, and playset
hardware and essentials. We use both
domestic and foreign vendors to bring the

best possible quality and priced products to
our customers. We have a knowledgeable

and dedicated sales staff; our salesmen can
provide product information and advice, on-site
visits, and more. We are a wholesaler, but

we sell to builders both large and small. We
ship orders on both freight and ground; we
coordinate with you to make shipping easy. We
have two different locations, one in PA and one
in NC. Both locations can directly service local
customers, and ship to customers outside of
their area.

ASTA America

638 Cassville White Road NW
Cartersville, GA 30121
800-423-0659
marketing@astaamerica.com
www.astaamerica.com
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ASTA America is a nationwide manufacturer

of rolling steel and sheet doors, including

high performance, commercial slat, fire rated,
heavy duty, insulated and Miami-Dade certified
models built for commercial, agricultural and
storage applications. We also provide durable
carport and shed solutions designed for rural
environments. With multiple U.S. facilities,
ASTA delivers strength, code compliance and
dependable service coast to coast.

Gentral States Inc.
171 Naples St.

Springdale, AR 72762
800-651-1229
info@centralstatesmfg.com
www.centralstatesco.com

Central States Inc. is a 100% employee-owned
national metal building products manufacturer
with 1,400 employees, a dedicated delivery
fleet, and 13 manufacturing facilities. The
company serves thousands of contractors,
builders, distributors, dealers, and developers
with quality metal roofing, siding, walls, trim,
accessories, frames, doors, and full buildings.

CGlassic Equine Equipment
100 Wulfert Dr.

Fredericktown, MO 63645
800-444-7430
sales@classic-equine.com
www.classic-equine.com

Classic Equine Equipment designs and
manufactures custom horse stalls and interior/
exterior barn components. Our goal is to
provide you with safe, high quality products
that will last a lifetime. We also offer barn
doors, window grills, shutters, barn flooring,
lighting, and barn accessories.

Cumberland Supply LLC
35 Ridge Road

Neville, PA 17241

717-776-5951

717-776-0112 (fax)
support@cumberlandsupply.com

www.cumberlandsupply.com

Manufacturing metal roofing & siding, trims,
building supplies, snow retention, lumber,
hardware, windows & doors, power tools,
horse stall components, and more. Complete
pole-barn packages, full-stocking lumber yard
and hardware store.

Harvard Products Inc.
711 W Brown St.

Harvard, IL 60033
815-943-7431
al@harvardproducts.com
www.harvardproducts.com

Since 1983, Harvard Products has been
manufacturing a complete line of standard
entry doors and building components for

the post-frame industry. Our doors all come
pre-assembled, pre-painted are available in
combinations of steel panels with steel or
aluminum frames. We provide our Dutch doors
and cupolas pre-assembled for fast and easy
installation.

Janus International Group
135 Janus International Blvd.
Temple, GA 30179

770-562-2850

770-562-1991 (fax)
sales@janusintl.com
www.janusintl.com

Janus International Group, Inc. is a global
manufacturer and supplier of turnkey self-
storage and commercial and industrial building
solutions including: roll-up and swing doors,
hallway systems, relocatable storage units,
and facility and door automation technologies
including the Noké smart entry system. The
Janus team operates out of several U.S. and
international locations.

Kevmar Mfg.
188 E CR 600 N.
Arthur, IL 61911
217-543-2828
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217-543-3323 (fax)
sales@kevmar.net
kevmarmfg.com

Kevmar Door is a manufacturer of quality
garage doors. We offer a line of doors
designed and packaged for the shed industry
as well as conventional garage doors.

KleerTek Industries LLC
800-390-5536
ask@kleertek.com

kleertek.com

KleerTek offers Euro style windows and doors
built with steel-reinforced frames. Advanced
locking and sealing technology deliver
security and energy efficiency. Where quality,
performance, and design are demanded,
KleerTek offers a solution for residential,
barndo, and commercial window and door
projects.

MWI Components

1015 32nd Avenue West
Spencer, 1A 51301

800-360-6467

800-361-3452
po@mwicomponents.com
https://www.mwicomponents.com

MWI is a leading manufacturer/supplier

of post-frame products. With 100+ steel
colors, 30 aluminum colors and 50+ powder
coat colors, the combinations are endless.
Create beautiful buildings with our products:

¢ Dedicated rep
¢ Fast estimating
¢ FREE SmartBuild tools

(785) 214-4647
RICHMOND, KS

« Arcadian Sliding Doors « Bale Doors * Box
Girts * Cupolas * Door Rail * Dutch Doors *
Foil Insulation/Infinity Shield® « Hardware/
Accessories * Horse Stalls « Polycarbonate
& PVC « Ridg-Vents® « Round/Square Track
« Soffit & Trim Systems « Ultra-X, Uni-Seal® «
Uni-Vent® « Weathervanes.

Midland Door Solutions
1021 7th St. NE.

West Fargo, ND 58078
701-277-8836

701-277-8961 (fax)
jason@midlanddoorsolutions.com
https://midlanddoorsolutions.com

Midland Door Solutions is a leader in the
design, manufacturing and installation of bi-
fold and hydraulic doors. Since 1995, Midland
has been providing solutions to customers’
big door needs. Along with state-of-the-

art manufacturing, Midland offers turnkey
installation on all doors. This allows the builder
to do what they do best: ‘construct buildings.’
As a total solution provider, we are personally
there every step of the way to design your
door, install it and make sure it keeps working
for years to come.

Northern Building Gomponents
44815 CR 388

Bloomingdale, MI 49026

269-521-4554 ext. 1

Northern Building Components (NBC) is a
manufacturer/distributor of post-frame building

Supplier Directory

components. We provide US- and Canadian-
based customers with great customer service
and quality items including ridge vents, premium
closures, reflective insulation, pipe flashing, Em-
seal products, snow guards, sealants, fasteners,
metal-to-wood/roofing screws, entry doors,

and other miscellaneous items for post-frame
buildings. We also offer polycarbonate panels
and ridge caps, EZ Grip underlayment, and
Magnum lag screws. We have 24-gauge painted
steel doors with composite edge on panels.
Plus, we have cupolas in 23 colors and 3 sizes
in stock and ready to ship; we also offer cupolas
with windows.

Otter-Tech Inc

31 Industrial Lane

Loysville, PA 17047
717-789-3375
717-789-2179 (fax)
sales.ottertech@gmail.com
www.otter-tech.com

Otter-Tech can help you with all your metal
needs, post -frame buildings, also supplies,
trims, lumber, doors, windows. Also offering
standing seam and board and batten. Otter
Tech has a slitting line. We offer slit coils any
size smooth and texture.

Plyco Gorporation
PO Box 386

500 Industrial Dr.
Elkhart Lake, WI 53020
800-558-5895
MHeus@plyco.com

FOR CONTRACTORS >> BY CONTRACTORS
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Supplier Directory

www.plyco.com

Since 1951, Plyco has been a leading supplier
of products to the post-frame, metal-frame

and commercial construction industries. Plyco
manufactures a full line of products including
metal walk doors, windows, horse stall systems,
ventilation products, fasteners and closures.
For many builders Plyco provides one-stop
shopping for their building component needs.

PowerLift Hydraulic Doors
www.powerliftdoors.com

PowerlLift has built hydraulic doors
continuously since 1992. It has 45+ local
support centers that manufacture, deliver, and
install every single door. PowerlLift strives to
make your building project and your long-term
ownership experience simple and hassle free.

Premiere Building Products
3445 Harvest Drive

Gordonville, PA 17529
717-768-3837

www.premierellc.net

Premiere Building Products in Gordonville, PA,
supplies quality windows, doors, siding, stone,
and metal roofing to professionals across the
Mid-Atlantic. Known for excellent service and
durable materials, they support residential and
commercial projects.

ProVia

2150 State Route 39
Sugarcreek, OH 44681
800-669-4711
WWW.provia.com
www.provia.com/contact

ProVia® is a source for professional-class
building products, manufactured using
robust technologies combined with old-world
craftsmanship. Available in a multitude of
styles, colors, and custom sizes, ProVia's
product offering includes metal roofing, entry
doors, storm doors, vinyl windows and patio
doors, vinyl siding, and manufactured stone.

Schweiss Doors
72121 470th St.
Hector, MN 55342
507-426-8273
800-746-8273
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507-426-7408 (fax)
schweiss@schweissdoors.com
www.schweissdoors.com

Schweiss Doors specializes in hydraulic and
lift-strap bifold doors. Schweiss hydraulic
doors have powerful hydraulic pumps, bigger
cylinders and are easy to install. Schweiss lift-
strap bifold doors are high-quality, faster, and
reliable. Schweiss has been manufacturing
doors since 1980.

Silvercraft

11903 CR 30

Goshen, IN 46528
574-825-8757

574-825-0009 (fax)
doororders@silvercraftllc.com

Silvercraft is a source for aluminum sliding
barn doors and swinging Dutch doors. With
a fully welded structure, powder coated to
match most metal colors and shipped fully
assembled, these doors are installer friendly.
From the old “Classic” double crossbuck look
to a modern “Carriage” design or all glass
“Vantage” we have a door style to fit your
project.

Solanco Building Supply
4 Quarry Edge Dr. Ste. 101
Quarryville, PA 17566
717-799-9182

717-806-8064 (fax)
sales.shs@mailprint.net
www.solancobuildingsupply.com

Solanco Building Supply is a trusted local
source for top-quality building materials. From
post frame and conventional framing lumber to
decking, hardware, drywall, insulation, doors,
and windows—we’ve got you covered. Our
expert team provides personalized service,
hands-on experience, and the reliable support
your project deserves.

SOMMER USA, Inc.

2217 Distribution Center Dr., Ste. F
Charlotte, NC 28269
704-424-5787
sales@sommer-usa.com
www.sommer.eu

SOMMER garage door openers are designed
and manufactured in Germany. Their modular

design makes them the most versatile operator
on the market: cost effective shipping, reduced
inventory required, for doors up to 16’ tall

or 1125 Ibs.—all with legendary quality,
smoothness of operation, and intelligent
power.

SteelBlue

6600 Steubenville Pike

One Robinson Plaza Ste. 240
Pittsburgh, PA 15205
412-857-3496
info@steelbluebc.com
www.steelbluebc.com

SteelBlue is a roll-up door and hallway system
manufacturer that was founded in October
2021 that offers revolutionary solutions to the
self-storage industry. At SteelBlue, we are
committed to creating genuine connections
so that we can provide reliable service and
innovative products.

Trac-Rite Door
314 Wilburn Road
Sun Prairie, WI 53590
800-448-8979
tr@tracrite.com
www.tracrite.com

Trac-Rite, a 100% employee-owned company
with over 40 years of experience, is North
America’s most trusted door manufacturer. We
specialize in high-quality, 100% USA-made
steel roll-up doors designed for the self-storage
and boat/RV industry. Our commitment to
excellence goes beyond doors- we provide all
necessary components for door and hallway/
conversion projects.

Upright Garage Door Solutions
220 Cooks Landing Road

Peach Bottom, PA 17563
www.uprightdoor.com

Upright Door specializes in maintenance,
installation, and service of commercial,
residential, and industrial overhead doors.
Established in 2014 but backed by 20+
years of experience we are passionate
about providing reliable craftsmanship, free
estimates, flexible financing and more. We
work with trusted partners like Haas, Amarr,
and Liftmaster. PB
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REGISTER NOW TO ATTEND! @%

-
3RD ANNUAL =

POST-FRAME = RURAL = PLAIN

BUILDERSSHOW

June 10-11, 2026

York Expo Center ¢ York, PA

FOR EXHIBITOR INFORMATION CONTACT MISSY BEYER:
missy@shieldwallmedia.com ¢ 715-350-6658
FAX 1-715-227-8680

REGISTER TO ATTEND: COMPLETE & MAIL THIS FORM WITH PAYMENT,
OR REGISTER ONLINE AT:
www.postframebuildershow.com

3RD ANNUAL POST-FRAME BUILDER SHOW

Please fill out and mail with payment by May 11th to: PFBS Registration, P.O. Box 255, lola, WI 54945.

(Please Print)

Name(s): ADMISSION FEE:

$50.00 PER PERSON

Company:

Address: Quantity:
City/State/Zip:

Total Enclosed: $
Make checks payable to: Shield Wall Media

Email: Tickets also available at the door.

Phone (required):
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Business Connections

MANUFACTURER OF
CUSTOM ROLL FORMING EQUIPMENT

WE SOURCE COILS DIRECT FROM THE
MILL FOR BETTER QUALITY & PRICING. We manufacture:
« Gutter Guard Machines (JUA
* Drip Edge Machines AT AN AFEORDAR
+ Custom Roll Formers DR
WIDTHS & LENGTHS & TOUGH * SIItte-rs
* Uncoilers Stop in or write to us, include your phone
Q Contact us today! *Recoilers number and we will call you back.
QP g A Flack Hill Machine
oo ucTs Ephrata PA17522 7671 State Rte 514 - Big Prairie OH 44611

with Grandura snow guards. Grandura

Unique shapes
40+ color options
Easy installation

Are you a standing seam roofer? GARAGE DOOR FACTORY

Request your free demo kit today!

GARAGE DOORS —» DIRECT <«—

OrderNow! 272.215.7196 SALES@AMGDF.COM * 888-600-8852

Superior Quality

®
Telehandler Boxes METAL ROOFING
In-Stock For & SIDING TOOL
Next Day Shlpplng e Faster Installation
* Straighter Cuts Accepting
WANT TO
Oﬁeeksid OUMPSTER PRODUGTS? * Precision Layout New Dealers!
SN} call Justin at (717) 355-2008 Ask for our FREE

. )
Email: office@creeksidemfg.com catalog! Patented Design

www.crecksidemanufacturing.com RIBRUNNERTOOLS.COM 419-262-1285

137 Meadow Creek Road, New Holland, PA 17557

u Call Us Today!
DAY*STAR 866-7-DAYSTAR pA

WHOLESALE

Your natural

lighting solution. METAL ROOFING COMPONENTS

« Snap-Z « Ice & water shield
« Standing seam screws « Snow guards

Cut your energy costs and enjoy

illi 1 T ™
brilliant, natural light with DayStar. . Standing seam clips . Emseal

« Roof underlayments « Kwik vent

Ph 618-426-1868 | Fax 618-426-1888 Contact us today for free samples & pricing!
14226 Highway 4 | Campbell Hill, IL 62916 Phone 717-659-2049 - Email pawholesale@upwardmail.com
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[ AdecWasherCompany |

MASTER FLASH®

ROOFING  PLUMBING © ELEGTRICAL * HU/AC ¢ SOLAR
From the smallest to the

LARGEST,

the most complete line available.

Pipe Range: Fits: 1/8” to 39-1/2” Pipes
Base Range: 2-1/4” to 44” (1 meter)

1-800-WASHER 5 (927-4375 ¢ Ph: 858-513-4350 ¢ info@aztecwasher.com ¢ www.aztecwasher.com

It's been exciting to watch our
rankings improve and our cost
k per lead decrease...

- T. Troyer, Troyer Post Buildings

 Professional Roofing Machinery for Everyone x

Professional Metal Roll Forming

Roof Panel Machine SS4E-PRO
© Portable rollformer capable to run: Board &
Batten, Nail Flange 1"-1.5", Clip Snap Lock

1.5"-1.75", Double Lock Mechanical 1", 1.5",
2", 5V, Underdeck or custom profiles
il

— b
® Choice of Gas-Hydraulic, residential
electric or direct drive

/ * Can be mounted on your or a new trailer

Y cnoue
SSStan # www.stangroup.us

WESUPPLY
e o §104-326-4121
FOR YOUR

BUSINESS ////// Email: info@stangroup.us

an—

¥

QUALITY PRODUCTS
COMPETITIVE PRICES

& MIOST ORDERS SHIP THE SAME DAY

* Screws ° Closures ° Ridge Vent
* Pipe Flashings ¢ Butyl Tape ¢ And much more!

Ph: (334) 283-4030 - FAX (334) 283-4032
info@goldenrulefastenersinc.com - www.goldenrulefast: inc.com

Everything but the coil on one pallet.

Fasteners and Accessories for Rollforming Manufacturers
and Wholesale Building Products Distributors.

Accessories and Components for
® Metal Roofing ® Standing Seam ®Low Slope ®BUR®TPO
®Asphalt Shingle Roofing ®Post and Steel Frame Buildings
Home of the WoodZip, SteelZip, ConZip, Dekzip,
Panclip, and S.C.A.M.P. line of premium fasteners.

www.directmetalsinc.com Phone: 855-800-88178
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The ultimate protection for post
frame foundations, backed by

a 40-year rot prevention
guarantee.

Phone: (610) 377-3270
Polesaver-pf.com

THE MOST AFFORDABLE, ALL-IN-ONE
SOLUTION FOR IN-GROUND POST DECAY
AND UPLIFT RESTRAINT

P (610) 377-3270
www.planetsaverind.com

Made in the USA

Radiant Floor Heat!

e Warm, Silent & Efficient
e Hot Water or Electric

¢ Tankless Hot Water

¢ Slabs

* Wood Floors

HEARTLAND

SALES AND MACHINE

Your #1 Roll Forming ® Power Panel Wrappers
Support Equipment Source | Power Trim Wrappers

¢ Automatic Wrappers

o Geotherm_al ¢ Coil Tippers
* Wood Boilers o Ag Panel Power Shear
e Custom Products
935 N. 275 W. Suite B - Angola, IN 46703
See us at www.indianawarmfloors.com Rochester, IN 46975
260-668-8836 - 800-700-8830 (574) 223-6931
PROFILE OPTIONS
The ‘ior,‘g"nal” post protector E“erlast EVERLAST II™ EVERDRAIN™
Low cost - Easy slide on - Azmi‘,“,,'%gﬁg}ﬁfl Z,ogy
° i Iﬂl—é@ﬁg}ﬂm ner ain stem
Also available, | FLASIHSHIE | board protector Bﬂﬂ"ng, Inc. cuteagsh orrgo§i®o:Inht!:i¥o:"" ceor
sales@plastisleeve.com OUR NAME SAYS IT ALL Most corrosion resistant panel in the
Toll free 877-775-3383 v e
Lebanon, PA Howe, IN Bridgton, ME rwell, OH
i Losanon, 17043 | Hows, N 45745 | Bncton ME 0400 | Gl O 44036~

www.plastisleeve.com
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WE ADD THE VALUE TO THE METAL

POST-FRAME = RURAL = PLAIN

MANUFACTURER OF ROLL FORMING EQUIPMENT
BUILDER/SSHOW

YORK, PA « JUNE 10-11, 2026

R Construction
oliformin

e Uncoilers e« Trim Roll Formers ShO\X/
« Wiappers » PanelLines GATLINBURG, TN - SEPTEMBER 16-17, 2026

FOR INFORMATION CONTACT MISSY « 715-350-6658
FAX 1-715-227-8680

o CoilUpenders « Shears o SlitLine

Millersburg, Ohio
(330) 674-4003 - ACUFORMEQUIPMENT.COM

_ Rgach Every
—  Subscriber

g in print & online of every
| Shield Wall Media Magazine

for under $900 per month!
That represents 150,000+

| | pEROOF

| e m=— Impressions.
FOR MORE INFO CONTACT
GARY REICHERT:
gary@shieldwallmedia.com
715-952-1657
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7TH ANNUAL X

Construction
olforming %
September 16-17, 2026

Show
Gatlinburg Convention Center ¢ Gatlinburg, TN
WHO SHOULD ATTEND:

Construction Rollformers * Panel Manufacturers * Fabricators * Equipment Operators
Owners * Plant Managers * Production Supervisors * Engineers

WHAT YOU WILL FIND:

* Live equipment demonstrations

* Hands-on access to machines and experts

» Seminars focused on construction rollforming
* Solutions that improve your business

FOR EXHIBITOR INFORMATION CONTACT MISSY BEYER:
missy@shieldwallmedia.com ¢ 715-350-6658 « FAX 1-715-227-8680

REGISTER TO ATTEND:
COMPLETE & MAIL THIS FORM WITH PAYMENT, OR REGISTER ONLINE AT:
www.constructionrollformingshow.com
or register by phone to Cari Ullom at 715-952-1629

7TH ANNUAL CONSTRUCTION ROLLFORMING SHOW

Please fill out and mail with payment by August 14th to: CRS Registration, P.O. Box 255, lola, Wl 54945.
(Please Print)

Name(s): ADMISSION FEE:

Company: $50.00 PER PERSON

Address: Quantity:
City/State/Zip:

Total Enclosed: $
Make checks payable to: Shield Wall Media

Email: Tickets also available at the door.

Phone (required):



http://www.constructionrollformingshow.com
mailto:missy@shieldwallmedia.com

Thoughtful Thoughts

By Albert Barnwright

Before the Year Gets Loud

As work ramps up and schedules fill in, a reminder to keep God, family, work,
and joy in the right order—before momentum makes the decision for you.

ve spent enough years around
construction to recognize this
moment right away. Youre sitting
at your desk between phone calls,
maybe glancing at a calendar or a stack
of quotes, and you can feel it building.
The year is waking up, work is lining up,
and schedules are starting to fill
in, bringing that familiar mix of
excitement and responsibility that
tells you it’s time to get moving.

That kind of excitement is
a good thing, but its also the
moment when it’s easiest to lose
hold of what matters most.

I don't say that as a warning. I
say it as a reminder from someone
who's had to relearn it more than
once. When work starts rolling, it
has a way of crowding everything
else toward the edges if you let it.
Not because work is bad, but because it’s
demanding. It wants attention, it wants
time, and it rarely knows when to stop on
its own.

T used to think the goal was balance, but
I’'m not sure that’s the right word anymore.
Balance makes it sound like everything
weighs the same.

It doesn’t.

What I've come to believe is that life
works better when you keep the important
things in order.

God first.

Family second.

Work after that.

And play somewhere in there too,
because joy matters more than we
sometimes admit.

When those things stay in that order,
the year tends to carry better. Not easier,
but better.

I've watched men try to flip that
order around, putting work first, family
when there’s time, and faith squeezed in

wherever it fits. Most of the time, it looks
fine from the outside, but on the inside it’s
exhausting. You can make good money
and still feel like you're falling behind
where it counts.

T've lived that version, and it’s not one
I'm eager to repeat.

THOUGHTFUL
THOUGHTS

WITH ALBERT BARNWRIGHT

Keeping God first usually shows up in
small ways. It's not about getting it right
or doing it the same way every day. It
starting the morning aware that the work
ahead isn't yours alone to carry. It’s a quiet
prayer before the phones start ringing,
or a short one offered up before a tough
decision instead of rushing through it. It’s
being grateful when things go smoothly
and steady when they don’t. Most days,
it's simply trusting that God is present
in the middle of ordinary work, listening
as much as leading, and walking with
you through the day instead of waiting
somewhere off at the finish line.

Family comes next, and that one takes
intention. Building seasons don't slow
down on their own, so you have to decide
that dinners matter, that phone calls home
matter, and that being present when you’re
there matters more than being impressive
somewhere else.

Work fits best when it’s carried inside
those boundaries. It works better when

it's done with care instead of urgency, and
with pride in craftsmanship instead of
pressure to do more than is wise. There’s
a difference between working hard and
being driven. One builds something
lasting, while the other eventually takes
more than it gives.

And play, real play and not
distraction, belongs in the mix
too. Laughter, rest, and time away
from the noise aren’t rewards for
finishing the season. They’re part
of what keeps you steady enough
to walk through it.

As this year picks up speed,
there’s going to be plenty to do,
plenty of decisions to make, and
plenty of moments where it feels
easier to say yes than to stop and
think. That's normal. Still, it’s
worth pausing now, before things

get loud, and deciding what youre going
to protect.

Protect your time with God.

Protect your people.

Protect the kind of work you can stand
behind.

Protect the joy that reminds you why
you started doing this in the first place.

A good year isn’'t measured only by what
gets built or sold. It's measured by whether
you can look back and say you stayed true
to what matters most while you did it.

That’s a year worth being excited about.

PB

Albert Barnwright writes from a life
shaped by both faithfulness and failure.
His words come from hard lessons, honest
repentance, and a faith-rooted view of
work, responsibility, and stewardship. He
writes to help others learn without shame,
carry responsibility with care, and keep
what matters most at the center of their
work, faith, and daily lives.
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Machine Modifications

Rollformer Mods for Plain Communities

¥ Replace the electronic control system with
pneumatic buttons and switches.

¥ Controls powered by an integrated air compressor.

¥ Replace the hydraulic power
system with an all mechanical
line shaft drive.

W Forward & reverse clutch for drive
rollers. Cam & bar driven shear.

Create Your Custom Rig

SIGN-UP FOR OUR NEWSLETTER

 d
Formwright

OFFICE FAX ADDRESS
260.463.4010 260.463.401 195 S 250 W « LaGrange, IN 46761
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