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Editor's Message

We're a full yearin

elieve it or not, we've been pub-
lishing Plain Builder for a full
year now.

It may not seem like it has
been around that long because we only
publish four issues per year. We've covered
a lot of topics in each issue. ’'m thankful
we can cover such a diverse range of topics
because it keeps the magazine interesting.
I hope you find at least one happy sur-
prise—perhaps even an “a-ha moment”™—
in each issue.

By including Tips and Tricks, Step by
Step, and other practical articles, we aim
to build value into every edition. With
business-related columns, such as "Build-
ing Profit on Purpose™,” which makes its
debut in this edition, we hope to tick the
box for those looking for ways to make
their businesses more profitable. The

Voice of Experience also returns in this

edition, featuring Acu-Forms Firman
Miller. We're honored to share his story
with you.

We've recently completed the editorial
planning for 2027. We have another year
of information and insights in the works.
But the editorial plans in our media kits
aren’t all-inclusive. We still have room
for more articles and topics because we
build space into the plan to accommodate
timely news and article suggestions from
readers and industry experts.

If there are topics you think we should
address, please reach out and let me know.
Also, if you've been around for a while and
have insights and experiences youd like to
share with the Plain Builder community,
it would be my honor to write your story
or guide you if youd like to write it your-
self. Feel free to call me at 715-952-1633,
email me at karen@shieldwallmedia.com,
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or mail me through the USPS.

I'd appreciate it if you could take a few
moments to think about the editions we've
published so far. What are the features and
editorial topics you find most valuable?
Which types of stories do you enjoy most?
Which types of articles do you think we
could replace with something of more
value? If that’s the case, what might those
stories be? Our goal is to continue to pro-
vide you with a valuable business resource
and to strive to make each edition better
than the last.

Until next time—be well.

Karen Knapstein, Editor

MAILING ADDRESS:

Shield Wall Media

ATTN: Karen Knapstein, Plain Builder
PO Box 255

Tola, WI 54945
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YOURPRIVACY IS

IMPORTANT TO US

Unrelated third parties often attempt
to sell mailing lists for what they
say are our publications. You can
be assured that WE DO NOT, HAVE
NOT, AND WILL NOT EVER SELL OUR
SUBSCRIBER LISTS. We will also NOT
sell the attendee or exhibitor lists from
our shows. We do provide attendee
lists to the exhibitors free of charge
and as a courtesy for their support,
but we NEVER provide this or any other
information to independent vendors.

Gary Reichert,
Publisher, Shield Wall Media
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All You Need to Know
About Nail Sizes

Origin of the “PENNY-WISE" Nail Designations

Courtesy of Maze Nails
here are two explanations for the English

PENNY-INCH NAIL EQUIVALENTS

“penny” system of designating nail 2d=1" 8d = 2-1/2” 30d = 4-1/2”
lengths. One is that the eight penny, six 3d = 1-1/4" 9d = 2-3/4” 40d = 5”
penny, two penny nails, etc. were so- 4d = 1-1/2” 10d = 3” 50d = 5-1/2”
called originally because one hundred nails cost 5d = 1-3/4” 12d = 3-1/4” 60d = 6”
eightpence, sixpence, twopence, etc. The other 6d = 2” 16d = 3-1/2” 70d = 7"
theory says that one thousand eight penny nails, 7d = 2-1/4” 20d = 4” 80d = 8”
for example, weighed eight pounds, one thousand

four penny nails weighed four pounds, etc.
The “d” abbreviation for penny (8d for example)

is of ancient origin and represents the first letter of Nail Gauge Decimal Equivalent Nearest Inch
the Roman coin denarius. 51/2 200 13/64”
Nails used fc.)r' wood'—to—wood a'pphcatlo.ns 7 177 11/64”
(such as wood siding nails, cedar shingle nails, -
etc.) are traditionally referred to by the “penny” 9 1483 5/32
designation, i.e., 5d or 6d nails, etc. However, 10 135 9/64”
nails for non-wood applications, fiber-cement 11 1205 1/8”
siding nails, metal roofing nails, etc., are primarily 11-1/2 115 7/64"+
referred to by inches, i.e., 1 1/2” or 2” nails, etc. '
. . 12 .1055 7/647-
There is no readily apparent system for
correlating the various penny nail designations. 12-1/2 099 3/327+
They must be memorized individually. PB 13 .0915 3/32”-
14 .080 5/64"+
14-1/2 .076 5/64"-
16-1/2 .058 1/16”
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MAZE HAS YOU GOVERED!

SCREWS
YOUR

STRENGTH

Screws provide greater
withdrawal resistance than nails
and can be easily removed.

AESTHETICS

Many builders and homeowners
prefer the look and versatility of screws.

MAZE

NAILS
CHOICE!

INSTALLATION SPEED

Pneumatic nails are faster than screws,
and a professional builder with a hammer
can outperform a screw in a nailing contest.

DURABILITY

Hot-Dip Galvanized and Stainless Steel
nails are more rust-resistant compared
to many coated screws.

SHEAR

Nails that are made thicker than comparable
screws provide greater shear value.
As a result, fewer fasteners are needed.

ECONOMY

Hand-driven and pneumatic nails are
far more economical than screws.

NAILS] 1.800.435.5949 - mazenails.com

Building
America
one NAIL
ata time

Helping to build America since 1848 X» Division of W.H. Maze Co. * Celebrating over 175 years « 1848-2025



What Do You Build?

Gold Star Buildings

Lofted Cabin

Location: Saltsburg, Pennsylvania

Building Size: 12x24 « Roof Pitch: 4/12

Trusses: Manufactured in-house at Gold Star Buildings

Roof Panels: Metal, Color: Charcoal, manufactured by Rolling
Ridge Metals, Greenville, Pennsylvania

Wall Panels: Metal, Siding Color: Dark Red, manufactured by
Rolling Ridge Metals in Greenville, Pennsylvania

Fasteners: Levi’s Building Components

Walk Doors: WEH Supply, Denver, Pennsylvania

Posts: Yella Wood

Windows: Kinro

Ventilation: Marco Industries

Insulation: rFOIL

Other Features: Flower box from WEH Supply, porch railing

Description:
This 12x24 lofted cabin in Saltsburg, Pennsylvania, was added
as an office space. The porch was added to enjoy the outdoor
space and seasons in Pennsylvania. With dark red siding and a
charcoal metal roof, it delivers a bold, clean look that matches
the home.

724-253-2771

10 PLAIN BUILDER — FALL 2026

Backyard Escapes

Studio Greenhouse

Location: Pocomoke City, Maryland

Building Size: 10’x20 « Roof Pitch: Single Slope 3/12

Foundation: Stone Pad « Trusses: Rafters

Roof Panels: Ribbed Textured Metal Roof

Wall Panels: Duratemp Siding

Walk Doors: 5 4-lite straight
top Double Doors with dia-
mond kick plate; 36”7 4-lite
straight top entry door

Windows: (5) 24”x367; (4)
24°x277; (4) 27” vented
transom; (4) 4’ transom

Insulation: Double Bubble
insulation under roof

Ventilation: Gable vent

Miscellaneous Details: Miratec trim, 9” 3” high wall, 10x10’
shed area, 7’x10” greenhouse area, 3’x10” pergola porch area,
17x6” Trex composite decking, soffit lights, exterior sconce
lights, poly flower boxes with holders, black accent hardware

Special Interior Features: Electric package, pressure treated

ground contact 4x4 runners, pressure treated 2x4 floor joists
16” O.C, %” plywood floor

Description:

This 10’20’ Studio Greenhouse offers a convenient and efficient
structure for gardeners who want to grow vegetables, flowers,
herbs, and plants but still desire a backyard with storage space.
Built with durable framing and high-quality panels that are
engineered to maximize sunlight exposure while providing
protection from harsh weather conditions, this greenhouse
helps extend your growing season and improve crop yields.

410-713-8606






What Do You Build?

Enduria Structures

Poolside Pavilion

Location: Danville, Kentucky
Building Use: Outdoor Living Space, Poolside Pavilion
Building Size: 18’x16’

Roof Pitch: 8/12

Foundation: Concrete

Posts: 10”x107x10’°

Trusses: 4x8 Timber

Special Interior Features:
Open Ceiling

Description:

This 18’x16” Pool
Pavilion in Danville,
Kentucky, is the perfect addition to any backyard as a
relaxing outdoor living space. Dry off after a dip in the pool
or enjoy hanging out underneath the pavilion. The pavilion
is ready for any occasion with natural timber frame posts
and a strong metal roof.

814-807-5904

Golden State Buildings

Permitted Office

Location: Reedley, California

Building Size: 10’x12’ with 5x12 porch « Roof Pitch: 5/12
Foundation: 4” concrete pad w/ 12” footings

Trusses: Engineered wood trusses

Roof Panels: 29 ga. metal « Siding: LP Smart Panel, 7/16”
Fasteners: Simpson

Walk Doors: 9 Lite Fiberglass Entry

Posts: 4x4 DF Posts « Windows: 2’x3’ Dual Pane
Insulation: Fiberglass batts

Description:
A mechanic shop needed a small business office to take better
care of their customers and paperwork. This was on a public
commercial property in town, so the permitting process took
a lot of patience and persistence, especially since the project
had multiple specs needed so that it could be ADA compliant
(handicap accessible). But we pushed through now our
customer has a beautiful, temperature-controlled office space
to take great care of their clients and paperwork.

559-351-1626
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What Do You Build?

sSunrise Structures

Home Office

Location: North Manchester, Indiana

Building Size: 14'x24’ « Roof Pitch: 7/12

Foundation: #9 Limestone contained w/ wood border, installed
by Sunrise Structures

Roof: Estate Grey Owens Corning Shingles (Black)

Siding: 6” Lap

Walk Doors: Double wooden doors w/ transom windows

Windows: 36’x60” vinyl insulated

Insulation: Spray foam

Miscellaneous Details: 8 ft. Roof Dormer, Custom Built Gable
Accents, Lap Siding

Description:
This custom color 14’x24’ shed in North Manchester, Indiana,
was built as a home office. With custom color and custom gable
accents to match the house, this structure fostered a unified
and clean addition to the customer’s backyard. Installing
electricity and insulation allowed for a perfect getaway for
work productivity in a clean and timeless structure.

574-893-5601

Wildwood Rustics

Kitchen Cabinets

Location: Mifflinburg, Pennsylvania

Material: Soft Maple

Hardware: Old World Handles

Stain: Woodwright stain

Technique: Circle sawn maple wood,
pocket hole joinery construction

Description:
These custom kitchen cabinets
located in Mifflinburg,
Pennsylvania, were designed
with coziness and comfort in
mind. Built with circle-sawn soft maple, the cabinets were
finished with a painted and glazed Woodwright finish that
emphasized the natural saw marks, giving it a one-of-a-kind
look!
Combining a timeless look with functionality, this kitchen
was built with quality materials and craftsmanship that will
highlight the custom woodwork for years to come.

570-966-2034
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HOW IT WORKS TRUSTED ACROSS INDUSTRIES

OO

1. ABSORBS  2.HOLDS 3.RELEASES | I NN

Dripstop absorbs Moisture is held Moisture naturally

condensation as it within the evaporates as
forms on the underside membrane until the temperature rises

of the metal roof. conditions improve. and air circulates.

OEBRATI THE ORIGINAL. SINCE 1996. @Gom 5

of Excellence
Award Winner
3 O The high-performance membrane that helps protect

Proper ventilation is required for optimal performance.

YEARS buildings and goods from the damaging effects of
condensation.

1996 — 2026

Scan the code for more

Whatever your need, get in touch and we’ll be happy to assist. Phone: (937) 660-6646, E-mail: info@dripstop.com information or to get in touch.




Business Building

By Mike Stoltzfus, Koble Systems

Build Better Bookkeeping Habits

Your Bottom Line Depends on Knowing the Numlbers

s a business owner, you
probably love working for
yourself, making decisions,

and adapting to the
challenges that business throws at you.
But how do you feel about your
business accounting? Do you understand
your company’s health?
Finances can feel hard to manage. You
know youre making sales, bringing in
money, and paying your bills, but you
have little insight into the reality of

financial

your books. Are you actually profitable?
Where is the money going?

For example, maybe youve grown
your business from $3 million in annual
revenue to $7 million, but your inventory
grew right along with that and now you
have no more cash than you did when
you had a much smaller business.

One of the most important financial
tasks you can do for your business is
reconciling your books. That means
taking  your bank
statements and matching them to the
reports generated from your accounting
software. You can do this yourself or have

end-of-month

someone else do it, but it’s essential for
maintaining your business’s health.

We know it can be tedious to have
to go through your accounts and check
for accuracy or find and fix mistakes
when you have so many other (more
interesting) things to do. But we still
recommend it to every client we work
with, and we do it ourselves!

Find Missing Money

Who have you billed? Are your
sitting on they
aren’t paying? Here’s where you can use

customers invoices

reports from your accounting software to

compare against invoices you generated
for your customers or against deposits

16 PLAIN BUILDER — FALL 2026

into your bank account.

Getting paid for your work is an
essential part of running a successful
business. Are you missing out on money
because you don't even realize your
customers haven't paid?

Find Mistakes and Prevent Fraud

A Dbusiness that doesnt reconcile
regularly ends up with a pile of mistakes
at the end of the year. These mistakes
muddy up your financials so you don’t
know exactly where your business stands
and get in the way of closing the books. It
can be a nightmare to untangle.

Getting paid for your work is
an essential part of running a
successful business.

Maybe your bank made an error on
entry, or maybe one of your employees
mis-entered a check amount. It's easy
to make a data entry error, but if you're
doing regular reconciliation, you can
find and fix the problem quickly.

If you don't fix the issue, your numbers
will be off every month (and mistakes
usually compound).

Say your employee mis-entered a
deposit of $110 as $100 one month. That’s
a small thing that could be corrected, but
no one takes the time to figure out why
your account is off $10. The next month
there’s that error, plus an additional error
when a $200 check is deposited into
your bank account but not entered into
your accounting software. Now after two
months you’re $210 off.

At this point you decide to dig into the
problem, but it's going to be harder to
figure out what happened. You're going
to be looking for a $210 error, but you
need to be looking for $10 and $200 in

two separate months.

This is just a small example of how
mistakes (and frustration) can build if
you don’t do regular reconciliation.

As more and more mistakes pile up
(because were human after all), fixing
errors can feel like finding a needle in an
ever-growing haystack.

For the most part, these are all honest
mistakes. However, having accountability
around your books also helps to keep
bad from defrauding your
business. If no one ever looks at your
bank statements or checks them against
financial reporting, it can be easy for

actors

one person to funnel money from your
accounts into their own.

Closing Your Books Every Month
Is Essential To Your Business'
Financial Health

Why You Need To Make Reconciling
Your Books a Priority

Make Sure Your Bills are Paid On Time

Your business has monthly bills,
quarterly bills, and vendor invoices that
show up after you've bought inventory or
supplies. Maybe you've set things up to
be auto-charged to a credit card or auto-
deducted from your bank account.

At the end of the month, it’s important
to know what happened with your
money. What money was taken out of
your account? Were your bills paid? Are
there bills that weren’t paid, and when
are they due? Do the same with your
credit card statement. Can you or your
bookkeeper match everything charged to
cards with a receipt or invoice? As with
your customer invoices, its helpful to
record vendor invoices in the software
even if you don’t need to pay them right
away.

Forgetting to pay invoices can cost



AMERA SHIELD ™

The American-Engineered Reflective Foam Insulation.
Built with a highly-reflective metallized exterior film, foam
insulator, and a UV protected sleek white woven
polypropylene interior, Amera Shield™ delivers powerful
radiant-heat control, full moisture management, and jobsite-
ready durability — all backed by MWI’s fast lead times.

WHY AMERA SHIELD™
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Business Building

you money in late fees and hurt your
relationships with your vendors. It’s
much easier to negotiate payment terms
or discounts when youre a customer
in good standing. And if your vendors
experience supply chain issues, they’ll
look to provide any product they do have
to their best customers first—the ones
who are easy to work with and pay on
time.

Manage Your Cash Flow

Having enough cash on hand is
important, but you also don’t want to
keep more cash in the business than you
need to, especially if you have other good
things to do with those funds. When you
reconcile and review your books in depth
every month, you can generate reports
that allow you to see your cash flows. You
can track and manage your expenses to
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understand where your money is going.
You can see things like bounced checks
and catch small problems before they
become bigger ones.

Reconciling your books every month
gives you confidence that you understand
what’s going on in your business.

Generate Accurate
Financial Reports

You, your team leaders, and your
accountant all need reliable numbers for
different reasons. When you reconcile
your books, you can generate accurate
information for everyone from your sales
team to your purchaser. And of course
your accountant needs to get a clear look
at your books for tax reasons.

Your bank or other creditors also need
to know that youre financially healthy,
especially if you rely on credit for slow

Round and Square
Downspout

Machines

% Portable Roofing... £¢

periods of business or if you need to
borrow money for capital improvements.

All of these people rely on having
accurate reports that show the financial
health of your business. But you won’t be
able to generate accurate reports without
reconciling your books.

Why Does This Matter for You,
the Business Owner?
Reconciliations ~ are
it can be tempting to say, “that’s just
for the bookkeeper to worry about”
However, a team typically values what
their leader values. And if you as a
business owner understand why having
a strong reconciliation process in place
is important for your business, you are
better set up to give your finance team
the leadership they need to build this

process out well. PB

tedious, and

Professional metal
roliforming machine

Liberty SS4E-PRO

e Portable rollformer capable to
run: Board & Batten, Nail Flange
1"-1.5", Clip Snap Lock 1.5"-1.75",
Double Lock Mechanical 1.5"-2",
Underdeck or custom profiles

=

* Choice of Gas-Hydraulic, residential
electric or direct drive

e Can be mounted on your or a new trailer

Round and Square Elbow Machines

e Automated round downspout and elbow machines

* Seamless half round gutter machines with various profiles
© Choice of: manual, shaft, electric, hydraulic or gas-hydraulic

102 East Railroad Ave., Knoxville, PA 16928
Bamy/ E-mail: info@stangroup.us | STANGROUP.US

wesoerry [1111/
) == 14326412
m/l YouR

BUSINESS // / /

Making Quality Machines Since 1998
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ASTAAMERICA

BY JANUS INTERNATIONAL

BUILT FORTHE REAL WORLD—PRICED FOR IT, TOO.
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Tips & Tricks

By Kelly Myers, rFOIL

Reflective Insulation

Practical Tips for Post-Frame Builders

eflective insulation is commonly

used in post-frame construction

for two straightforward reasons:

It is effective and it fits the
building system.

In most post-frame buildings, metal
panels are installed over wood purlins. The
framing does not provide the deep cavities
needed for thick insulation products
such as fiberglass, and compressing
those products can reduce their
effectiveness. Reflective insulation offers
a thin alternative beneath metal roofing
and siding while also addressing both
radiant heat gain/loss, and condensation
concerns.

The material is suitable for a range of
low-rise structures, including agricultural
buildings, garages, workshops, storage
buildings, residences and other post-
frame construction. The correct product
and installation method will depend on
the building design, interior conditions,
local code requirements and the desired
level of insulation.

The following practices can help
builders get better results on the jobsite:

Understand What Reflective
Insulation Does

Reflective insulation works differently
from bulk insulation. Its reflective
surface helps reduce radiant heat transfer,
particularly when it faces an air space.
This makes it especially relevant beneath
metal panels, which can become very hot
when exposed to sunlight. Metal panels
easily transfer heat in all seasons as well.

The temperature difference between
a hot exterior metal surface and the
building interior can be significant. A
properly installed reflective product can
help reduce the amount of radiant heat
moving through the assembly.

Reflective insulation can also help
manage condensation. When warm,
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Applying insulation and metal together gives the installer a stable working
surface and protects the insulation from wind and jobsite damage.

moisture-laden air meets a cold metal
surface, condensation can form on the
underside of roof or wall panels. Products
with an insulating core, including bubble-
core products, create a separation between
the interior environment and the metal
surface. Properly sealed seams also help
the insulation function as a vapor-control
layer.

Reflective should
automatically be considered a replacement
for every other type of insulation. In
buildings with demanding energy
requirements, conditioned residential
space or specific code obligations, the
complete wall or roof assembly should
be designed accordingly. Check local
requirements before installation.

insulation not

The Proper Insulation Method
Depends On the Application
The installation approach changes

depending on whether the insulation is
being installed on a new post-frame roof,
a new wall or a roof with a solid substrate.

For a typical new post-frame roof, there
are two common methods:

o The insulation can be draped over
the framing, allowing it to sag slightly
between purlins.

« The insulation can be pulled tight over
the framing, followed by installation of
purlins/furring strips over the material.

The draped method creates an enclosed
air space between the insulation and
metal roofing. The furring method places
the insulation beneath the purlins, which
are then fastened through the material to
the trusses.

Walls can also be installed using draped
or furring methods as well, depending on
the framing sequence and desired finish.
In either case, the insulation should
be installed on the interior side of the

PHOTOS COURTESY OF RFOIL.
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exterior panels and enclosed as part of
the completed wall system. Reflective
insulation is not intended for use as an
exposed exterior covering or in a non-
enclosed building system.

Residential roofing and reroofing
require  additional  consideration.
Where a solid substrate such as OSB
is present, the insulation may be
installed over the substrate with the
reflective side facing upward. To create
the necessary airspace, furring strips
should then be installed before the
metal roofing is applied.

Installing metal directly over the
insulation and solid substrate can leave
the material compressed against the
metal, eliminating the air space needed
for reflective performance. Furring
also allows the metal panels to accommodate expansion and
contraction as well.
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Furring strips below metal panels help accommodate expansion and contraction.

Install Roofs In Manageable Sections

On a new post-frame roof, the most common installation
sequence is to work from the ridge toward the eave. The insulation
generally runs perpendicular to the purlins, in the same direction
as the metal roof panels.

Begin by securing the first edge of the insulation to the framing
with a hand stapler or hammer tacker. Use fasteners long enough
to hold the material securely. For rFOIL, a leading reflective
insulation supplier in the market, their installation sheets specify
staples at least 5/16 inch long to adhere the insulation to the
purlins.

With the draped method, unroll the insulation across the
framing and allow it to sag slightly between the purlins. The sag
does not need to be pronounced. A modest drape created by
gravity can provide the air space required between the reflective
surface and roof covering.

With the furring method, pull the insulation tight and staple
it in place. Install the purlins over the insulation and fasten them
to the trusses through the material. The roof panels can then
be installed onto these furring strips using the normal roofing
procedure.

In both methods, the metal is installed as the work progresses.
Applying insulation and metal together gives the installer a stable
working surface and protects the insulation from wind and
jobsite damage. Installing all of the insulation first can make the
roof more difficult and less safe to work on, particularly when the
roof is steep.

Plan Roll Widths To Reduce Waste

A small amount of planning can make installation easier.

One field practice is to begin at the gable edge with a 4-foot-
wide roll. After the first 3-foot-wide metal panel is installed,
approximately 1 foot of insulation remains available at the next
first seam. Subsequent 6-foot-wide rolls can then be installed so
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that each seam is easier to reach from the
metal panel below.

This approach is not required for
every project, but it can reduce awkward
reaching for seams and simplify the
sequence. Roll widths used should be
coordinated with the building dimensions
and product being applied.

Seam options should also be considered
before material is ordered. Square-edge
rolls can be butted together and sealed
with compatible tape. Some products are
available with a single tab that provides
additional material for overlapping the
adjacent roll. A tabbed seam can provide
full coverage without requiring a wider
overlap.

Products with an integrated adhesive
tab can also reduce the need for separate
seam taping. The important point is to
select a seam design the crew can install
easily and consistently.

-

Seal every seam for best performance. PHOTOS COURTESY OF RFOIL

Seal Every Seam

Sealing seams is one of the most
important installation details.

Adjacent sections should be butted or
overlapped according to the edge type
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be applied to a white interior insulation facing.

On both roofs and walls, taping on the exterior side as the
work progresses helps keep moisture from reaching the metal
panels through open seams. Unsealed joints can allow interior
moisture to move between the open seams toward the underside
of the metal, where it may collect between the insulation and
metal. Over time, trapped moisture can contribute to corrosion
concerns.

A sealed seam also helps the insulation function as a
continuous vapor-control layer. Stapling the material to the
framing is only part of the installation. Joints, edges, and
penetrations must be properly sealed as well.

Keep wall installation tight and continuous

For a draped wall installation, attach the insulation at the
top purlin and unroll it vertically. Keep the material reasonably
tight as it is unrolled, allowing only the slight drape needed
between purlins. Staple it to the framing as the installation
progresses.

For a furring installation, secure the insulation to the top
purlin, unroll it vertically and fasten it to the purlins. Install the
furring members over the material and attach the wall panels
as usual.

Continue each section from top to bottom. As with the roof
installation, attach each layer of insulation and seal the seam.
Sealing the seams is important to achieve a continuous vapor
barrier at the wall system. If a white interior finish is desired, a
white-faced reflective product can be installed.

Protect the Material During Construction

Reflective insulation is durable, but it should still be treated
as part of the building envelope rather than a temporary jobsite
covering. Avoid unnecessary cutting and tearing, and repair
damaged areas with compatible seam tape where appropriate.

Plan around electrical wiring and devices, and exercise
caution when installing reflective products near electrical
components. The completed assembly should enclose the
insulation as intended. It should not be left exposed to weather
or used as an exterior finish.

The best results come from matching the product to the
construction sequence, maintaining the intended air space, and
sealing the seams. Whether the project is a farm agricultural
building, garage, workshop or residence, reflective insulation
is most useful when it is treated as a system component rather
than simply rolled onto the framing.

For post-frame builders, the installation of reflective
insulation is familiar: secure the material, maintain the correct
orientation, create the appropriate air space, and seal the joints.
Those details help determine how well the insulation performs
once the building is complete. Properly installing reflective
insulation will ensure long-term performance of the insulation
system. PB
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The Voice of Experience

By Firman Miller, Acu-Form

Lessons that Last

How faith, experience and a strong work ethic
can shape the way we lead, serve and live

irst of all I don’t consider myself

a voice of much, but I have had

a lot of experiences in life, some

good, some bad, some did not
seem well but were of the best.

When we think about experience we
generally are referring to now, or the
past, not the future. Therefore, with the
majority of experience being in the past
we come to understand that expertise
is the conclusive by-product of past
experiences. In simple terms, expertise
can be defined as knowing not only what
to do, but when to do it, how it works,
why it works and being able to adapt
when challenges arise. It is the advanced
knowledge, skill, and practice a person
develops in a specific field over time. It
comes from consistent learning, hands-
on work, problem solving, and repeated
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exposure to real-world situations. It
comes from simply learning the hard way!
Education is important, but if we cannot
apply it, what is gained?

The farm was more than a
place to live; it was a training
ground for character.

And now we add faith to that expertise
and it no longer is just a skill set but a
way of accomplishing tasks, connecting
with people, and if we can attain a faith in
Jesus Christ standing at the at the center of
everything, it becomes a way of living out
life, which includes business.

Scripture was not reserved for Sunday
worship  alone.  Biblical principles
guide decisions, relationships, and

attitudes toward work. There is a
clear understanding that labor itself is
honorable when done with integrity and
gratitude. Colossians 3:23 are more than
words on a page: “Whatever you do, work
heartily, as for the Lord and not for men,
knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive
the reward of the inheritance: for ye serve
the Lord Christ” Faith shapes humility,
teaching that blessings come not merely
from personal effort, but from God’s
provision and grace.

For myself, expertise (past experience)
before the business world came from
growing up in a farm setting in the “Plain
Community, which I am still part of.
The family farm setting is still idolized
as ideal for learning the fundamentals of
life and purpose and rightly so, as it is
ideal. Growing up in that environment

VADIM-STOCK.ADOBE.COM
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taught lessons that no classroom could
fully provide. Every season carried its
own demands, and every task carried
meaning. The farm was more than a
place to live; it was a training ground for
character. The values learned there—work
ethic, perseverance, humility, faith and
responsibility become the foundation for
navigating life far beyond the countryside.

Life on the farm requires commitment
from an early age. Chores were not
optional, nor are they postponed
because of weather or inconvenience.
Fields needed tending, and animals still
depend on care regardless of fatigue or
circumstance. Hard work is not spoken
of as a virtue; it is simply expected. The
understanding is clear: if one person
neglects responsibility, the entire team
feels the impact. This way of life develops
a deep respect for labor and consistency.
It teaches that success does not arrive
through shortcuts, but through steady
effort repeated day after day. Harvests

came only after months of preparation.
Crops endured storms, droughts, and
uncertainty, yet perseverance remains
essential. The farm is a living example of
patience and endurance.

Faith shapes humility, teaching
that blessings come not merely
from personal effort, but from
God'’s provision and grace.

Not all have the privilege to experience
the agrarian setting, it is doable otherwise,
but this is my journey. Meeting with nature
daily and its demands and consequences
has no substitute. For example, if it rains
and the hay gets wet, so be it, there’s no
choice other than to accept it and make
the best out of the situation. There’s
nobody to shift blame or argue with.
When working with nature, decisions are
made and results are final.

Nature is called

often the best

teacher because it reveals truth through
experience, consistency, and observation.
Long before textbooks and technology,
people acquired wisdom by watching
the land, the seasons, animals, and the
consequences of their actions. Nature
teaches lessons that are practical, spiritual,
and personal. Perhaps most importantly,
nature teaches honesty. The ground
produces exactly what is planted. Good
seed and hard work usually bring growth;
neglect brings weeds. In many ways, life
works the same way. Thoughts, habits,
and actions eventually produce visible
results. Nature is the most mature and
sure teacher we can train under.

into a
manufacturing factory setting seems,
at first glance, like stepping into an
entirely different world. Yet beneath
the surface, the principles learned on

Transition from farm life

the farm remain remarkably relevant.
Manufacturing environments demand
reliability, discipline, and endurance—
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the very qualities forged through years
of farm work. Showing up early, staying
focused during long hours, and having
the satisfaction of completing difficult
tasks become natural habits rather than
burdens. With the physical and mental
demands of factory work, the adjustment
feels familiar because hard work has
already become a way of life. The ability
to persevere through difficult conditions
is invaluable. Factory work often carries
pressure: deadlines, equipment failures,
staffing  shortages, and demanding
production goals. The ability to remain
calm under pressure and continue moving
forward even when circumstances are
difficult is essential. When machinery fails
or workloads increase, there is no panic—
only determination to solve problems and
keep working.

Another important lesson that carries
from the farm into manufacturing is
the value of teamwork. On the farm,
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“Whatever you do, work
heartily, as for the Lord
and not for men, knowing
that of the Lord ye shall
receive the reward of the
inheritance: for ye serve

the Lord Christ.”
Colossians 3.23

every member of the family had a role.
Cooperation is essential because no one
person can accomplish everything alone.
That same mindset translates naturally
into factory leadership.  Successful
production depends upon people trusting
one another, supporting one another,
and understanding the importance of
every role within the process. Leadership
in manufacturing is not simply about
authority or titles. It is about influence,

reliability, and example. People are
more willing to follow someone who
understands hard work firsthand and who
is willing to stand beside them during
difficult ~ moments.  Encouragement
becomes  especially important in
environments where stress and fatigue
could easily discourage employees. Many
workers faced personal struggles outside
of work while also carrying demanding
responsibilities inside the factory. A leader
shaped by faith and perseverance can offer
more than instructions; he can offer hope,
patience, and understanding. Sometimes
the most meaningful leadership comes
through listening, helping someone
through a difficult day, or reminding
coworkers that their efforts matter.

When we decide to no longer punch
the time card and become a business
owner the challenge of balancing work
and family can become very real. It begins
with understanding that both require
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intentional time, attention, and presence.
Balance does not always mean giving
equal hours to each every day. It means
making sure that neither work nor family
is continually sacrificed at the expense
of the other. One of the most important
principles is learning to be fully present
wherever you are. When at work, give
your best effort and maintain integrity
in what you do. When at home, give
your family your attention, patience, and
involvement. Many people are physically
home but mentally still at work. Real
balance happens when the people closest
to you know they matter more than the
demands of a schedule. Setting priorities
is essential. Work provides income and
stability, but family provides emotional
strength, purpose, and legacy.

A workplace can often replace
employees, but families cannot replace a
husband, wife, father, mother, or friend.
Understanding ~ what  matters  most

helps guide decisions about overtime,
commitments, and personal time. People
who grow up in hardworking environments
sometimes struggle to slow down because
productivity becomes tied to identity. But
family often remembers not how many
hours were worked, but whether love,
encouragement, and time was shared along
the journey. Work supports life, but family
gives life much of its meaning.

Faith, vision, and mission needs to
guide these interactions. In both farming
and manufacturing, people desire dignity,
purpose, and encouragement. Servant
leadership is a model for leading others
with compassion and humility. True
leadership is not about controlling people,
it's about building them, inspiring them,
helping them succeed, lifting morale, and
treating others with respect. Its about
being mutually profitable... meaning
employer, employee and your customer.
True success is measured not merely by

productivity, position or profits, but by
the impact made on others and by the
strength of the relationships built along
the way. These is an equal responsibility
shared by employers and employees to
fulfill Colossians 3:23: “Whatever you do,
work heartily, as for the Lord and not for
men, knowing that of the Lord ye shall
receive the reward of the inheritance: for
ye serve the Lord Christ.”

A life built on faith, integrity, and
perseverance leaves an example for future
generations. Whether standing in a field
at sunrise or walking through the noise
of a factory floor, the same principles
remain true: work with purpose, lead
with humility, encourage others, and put
all trust and honor to God through every
season of life. God Bless,

A Fellow Servant. PB
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Step By Step

By Greg Kazmierczak, EPDM Coatings

Roofing Opportunities

Coating a Commercial Metal Roof with Liquid Butyl Rublber

A step-by-step field process for a 20,000 sq. ft. standing-seam metal roof — from the Roof Protect
wash-down through Seam Tight repairs to a finished, seamless one-coat membrane.

large commercial metal roof fails in predictable places:
seams, fasteners, flashing, and the rust that creeps out
from under them. Tear-off is expensive and disruptive
to the business underneath. Liquid Butyl Rubber
solves the same problem for a fraction of the cost by turning the
existing metal roof into a single seamless waterproof membrane

with one coat and never primer needed, applied by a small crew,
with the building fully occupied. Here is how a professional crew
does it.

Figure 1. Before. Twenty thousand square feet of weathered

standing-seam metal with rust bleed at the fasteners.
PHOTOS COURTESY OF EPDM COATINGS

1. Survey, Measure, and Plan the Day

Start with a walk of the entire roof. Note every seam separation,
torn lap, backed-out fastener, rusted panel, and penetration, and
mark them with chalk so you don't miss anything later. Then
measure the true surface area. On a corrugated or ribbed metal
roof, the raised profile adds real square footage — measure the ribs
and add them to the flat area, or the job will come up short on
material.

Liquid Butyl Rubber covers approximately 50 sq. ft. per gallon on
a smooth substrate, or 250 sq. ft. per 5-gallon pail. Apply it at 50°F
or higher for best results; it needs 55°F to cure, and the substrate
temperature should stay below 130°E Pick a day with no rain in
the forecast — although the coating waterproofs within about three
hours of application and is tack-free in six to eight hours.

2. Clean the Roof with Roof Protect
Adhesion is won or lost here. Roof Protect is an eco-friendly,
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biodegradable cleaner formulated to work with Liquid Butyl
Rubber; it chemically lifts oil, grease, mildew, and dirt and contains
a mildewcide to kill mold spores before coating.

For a first cleaning before coating, dilute Roof Protect 1:5 with
water—one cup of cleaner to every five cups of water. One gallon
covers up to 500 sq. ft., so budget roughly 40 gallons of concentrate
for a 20,000 sq. ft. roof. Wash the roof down with water, apply the
solution, scrub with a soft-bristle brush, then rinse thoroughly and
let it dry. For larger roofs, if you are power washing, stay at or below
2,000 PSI: begin at the lowest point of the roof and work upward,
and once you reach the highest point, work back down with a
final rinse to carry the loosened contaminants off the roof. Keep
the solution off painted surfaces and vinyl siding. On subsequent
annual cleanings, a 1:10 dilution is enough.

Figure 2. Applying Roof Protect. Crew scrubbing and
rinsing from bottom to top before any coating goes down.

Critical: The roof must be completely dry before
applying any Liquid Butyl Rubber. The product will
not adhere to a damp surface. On a roof this size,
plan the wash as its own day.

3. Repair Seams, Fasteners and Gaps with Seam
Tight

With the roof clean and dry, address everything you chalked
on day one. Repair or reinforce any hole, gap, seam, or tear wider
than 1/16 inch. Wire-brush rusted areas to remove as much loose
oxidation as possible—light corrosion that is tight to the panel can
be coated over directly, but heavy rust gets a coat of Seam Tight
first.
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Seam Tight is a butyl seam compound with 400% elongation
and 1,000 PSI tensile strength, and it is UV stable. Brush or roll
it on; apply heavy, uniform coats over fasteners, seams, laps, and
penetrations. Coverage runs about a 6-inch-wide band by 45 linear
feet per gallon. For a torn or open seam, lay the product down
roughly 8 inches wide with a roller or brush, embed a poly fabric
into the wet compound, and let it dry—the following day, recoat
the area with Liquid Butyl Rubber so the seam is fully encapsulated
and will not come undone, and used on properly prepared surfaces.
Apply between 50°F and 95°F; it waterproofs in about four hours
and fully dries in 12 to 15 hours.

4. Chalk the Roof and Mix the Material

Divide the roof into measured sections with chalk lines so the
crew can hit the spread rate by eye. For 5-gallon pails, lay out 25 ft.
x 10 ft. (250 sq. ft.) grids. When a section is filled in, the pail should
be empty — that is the built-in check that you are applying at the
correct 20 mil thickness.

Mix each pail with a drill and paddle mixer until a vortex forms,
for three to four minutes. Gear for the crew: long-handled rubber
squeegees, long-handled 3/8-inch nap rollers, chip brushes for
corners and hard-to-reach sections, a rubber spatula, a bag of rags,
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and mineral spirits or xylene for cleanup while the product is still
wet. The product can also be sprayed with an airless sprayer or a
spreader

5. Apply the Coating — One Coat, Seamless
This is a true one-coat application; there is no second coat.
Broadcast the material onto the roof in a letter “S” pattern. Follow

Figure 3. Detailing the penetrations. The crew applies the
product using medium-nap rollers meant for solvent-
based products.
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Figure 4. After, up close. Another
significant benefit is that it
waterproofs within 3 hours of
application.

immediately with the 3/8-inch nap roller
to release trapped air and even out the
film—several strokes, moving at a speed
that doesn't drag the material along. The
product spreads more easily at higher
temperatures and is less forgiving below
50E

Even thickness is everything: no thick
puddles, no thin spots. Roller and brush
marks that show at first will disappear
within a couple of minutes as the product
self-levels into a smooth, seamless
membrane. Cut in corners, curbs, pipe
penetrations, and edges with the chip
brush. Wipe drips and splatter with rags
and mineral spirits while the material is
still wet. Work the chalked grid section by
section, keeping a wet edge moving across
the roof. On roofs approaching 10,000 sq
ft and up, a spreader or commercial airless
sprayer will significantly cut application
time.

6. Cure, Inspect and Hand Over
Liquid Butyl Rubber stays somewhat
tacky for a couple of hours and is not
fully cured for up to twenty-four hours
depending on nighttime temperatures. At
temperatures over 75 degrees, it begins
curing more quickly. Wait roughly 24
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to 48 hours before walking the finished
surface; once fully cured, it can handle foot
traffic, inspections, and HVAC service.
If the temperature drops below freezing
overnight after application, no harm is
done—the solvent simply goes dormant,
and curing resumes when the roof warms
back above 55°F, which is why crews can
run these projects well into late fall. This
chemical curing process has allowed many
customers over the years to fix roof issues
instead of waiting for spring with other

roof coatings.
Walk the roof for a final inspection:
confirm every seam, fastener, and

penetration is encapsulated, the film is
uniform, and no area was left thin. Then
leave the owner with the maintenance step
— an annual Roof Protect wash at 1:10
dilution to lift dirt and grease and extend
the service life of the membrane.

Why It Works on Metal

A metal roof expands and contracts
as temperatures change. And between a
coating and the metal roof, the roof always
wins. That is why you need a coating with
significant elongation and tensile strength.
Extend the life of your roof another 18-20
years. Liquid Butyl Rubber stays flexible,
bonds directly to properly cleaned metal,
and — because Seam Tight has already
bridged the gaps and Liquid Butyl Rubber
self-levels over the top — the finished roof
has no fasteners, laps, or seams left exposed
to water.

This is a true one-coat application and
never needs a primer. This is because of the
proprietary solvent the company developed
years ago. Unlike other coatings that dry
at ambient temperature, Liquid Butyl
Rubber chemically cross-links and fuses
to the roof substrate. If you were to look
at the curing process under a microscope,
you would literally see the molecular
strands of the solvent cross-linking to each
other; a unique curing process not seen in
traditional coatings. PB

Greg Kazmierczak is the Sr. VP of sales
for EPDM Coatings—a manufacturer of a
unique Liquid BUTYL Rubber with a 30-
year history of success.
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Tools « Machines * EQuipment

Acu-Form

10550 Township Road 262
Millersburg, OH 44654
330-674-4003

330-674-4035 (fax)
wayne@acu-form.com
www.acuformequipment.com

Acu-Form designs and manufactures
precision roll forming equipment using D2
tool steel dies for exceptional durability.
With most components built in-house,

we maintain superior quality control. Our
machines are engineered for consistent
performance and can be configured to
operate on electric, hydraulic, or mechanical
power to meet diverse production needs.

Ameripak of Kentucky
2009 Button Ln.

LaGrange, KY 40031
502-222-8244

502-222-0278 (fax)
customerservice @ameripak.net
www.ameripak.net

Ameripak is a complete packaging solutions
provider—combining equipment, supplies,
service, and engineering under one roof. We
specialize in the design and manufacturing
of wrapping systems for the construction
industry, delivering proven, efficient
solutions that outperform the competition.
Made in the USA with high-quality,
nonproprietary components, our systems
offer reliable, low-maintenance operation
and can be customized to fit your workflow.
At Ameripak, we tailor every solution to your
operation.

AMS Controls

12180 Prichard Farm Rd.
Maryland Heights, MO 63043
314-344-3144
ffitterling@amscontrols.com

AMS Controls develops advanced
hardware and software technologies that
increase profitability and productivity for

the metal forming industry. AMS Controls’
customers include some of the largest

metal processing operations including those
producing metal buildings, metal roofing,
light gauge framing, fenestration, custom roll
formed parts, HVAC ductwork, and more.

ASGC Machine Tools, Inc.
900 N. Fancher Rd.

Spokane Valley, WA 99212
509-534-6600

509-536-7658 (fax)
contact-us@ascmt.com

ASC Machine Tools, Inc. manufactures
the industry’s most innovative rollforming
and coil handling equipment for the steel
construction industry. We offer a variety of
machines for the production of Roof and
Wall Panels, Trim Profiles, C/Z Purlins,
Channels, Roll-up and Garage Doors, Grain
Bin Components, Decking, Solar Racking
and much more! All of our equipment is
designed and manufactured in Spokane,
WA USA since 1949.

ASGO USA, Inc.

410 Richmond Avenue
Mattoon, IL 61938
217-955-ASCO
jeremy@ascomachines.com
www.asco-machines.com

ASCO Group is a leading provider of metal
trim machinery across the world. We are
excited to deliver top-quality products

and exceptional customer service. Our
team is dedicated, skilled, and passionate
about ensuring our clients receive the best
solutions and support.

Beck Automation

814 Fee Fee Rd.

Maryland Heights, MO 63043
314-576-9736
sales@beckautomation.com
www.beckautomation.com

Beck Automation specializes in rollforming

machine controls and software packages.
Our Connex Software facilitates seamless
integration of design, ERP, and accounting
programs with your plant floor operations.
Whether you're enhancing existing machine
controls or acquiring new ones, Beck
Automation’s controllers and software
ensure a streamlined connection.

Bradbury Group

1200 E. Cole St.

Moundridge, KS 67107
620-345-6394

bradbury @bradburygroup.com
www.bradburygroup.com

The Bradbury Group manufactures a diverse
range of rollforming equipment, including
panel, purlin, and trim rollformers, folders,
Panther Cub IlI™ Slitter/Shears, uncoilers,
recoilers, sheet slitters, hemmers, and gutter
machines. Whether you're a startup or an
established manufacturer, Bradbury has the
perfect equipment solution. Renowned for
cutting-edge technology and unwavering
reliability, every Bradbury product ensures
top performance.

Gold Spring Enterprises
2139 Highway 20 N
Abbeville, SC 29620
864-446-3645
coldspring@wctel.net
www.csecarport.supply

We provide everything you need to become
a manufacturer of metal carports and
garages. This includes the Versabend Tube
bender, as well as all the accessories to
build them.

Combilift USA

303 Concord Street
Greensboro, NC 27406
336-378-8884
combilift.com

Material handling specialist Combilift brings
over 27 years of expertise in revolutionizing
material-handling operations. Combilift’s
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innovative products ensure the efficient
handling of long, heavy, and bulky loads. Its
extensive range—including multidirectional
forklifts, pedestrian stackers, the Aisle
Master articulated forklift, and Straddle
Carriers—enhances safety, boosts
productivity, and maximizes storage.

Gue-Tech Machines

119 Lesnett Rd

Fombell, PA 16123
814-655-1290

matthew @cuetechmachines.com
www.cuetechmachines.com

Cue-Tech Machines is a roll form
manufacturing equipment sales company
located in western Pennsylvania. We
focus on metal roofing, siding, and trim roll
form manufacturing equipment. Our strict
manufacturing standards and precision
engineering allow us to guarantee the
excellence and accuracy that you depend
on.

D.A. Hochstetler
4165 S 500 W
Topeka, IN 46571
260-593-0445

D.A. Hochstetler builds two brands of
equipment that outworks the competition.
Reliable Attachments delivers heavy-duty
skidsteer attachments—thicker steel,
smarter welds, proven quality. StackPro
provides modular racking built for durability,
efficiency, and maximizing space. No
shortcuts, just equipment that keeps up with
people who get it done.

Dyna-Cut Shears
4512 Industrial Dr.
Millington, MI 48746
989-522-5044
sales@integrity-sales.us
www.Dyna-Cut.com

Dyna-Cut builds high-quality post-cut shears
for ag panel, R-panel, standing seam, board
and batten, lap siding, and more. Our power
shears deliver pre-cut quality with post-cut
convenience. Choose from stand-alone,
rollformer-mounted, or jobsite models—all
backed by a 2-year warranty and built to
deliver lasting performance.

Eastside Machine Co.
845 34th St. N
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Fargo, ND 58102
800-234-7834
customer.service @
eastsidemachine.com
www.eastsidemachine.com

Since 1960, Eastside Machine Company
has provided the highest-quality roll-forming
machines in the world. From our in-plant
and specialty machines to portable jobsite
machines for seamless siding, metal roofing,
and seamless gutters, Eastside Machine
Co. designs, manufactures, and sells the
ultimate in quality and affordability.

EERA Roofing Tools
Russellville, KY
256-612-0484
admin@eeraroofing.com
www.eeraroofing.com

EERA Roofing Tools is a premium company
specializing in the design and manufacture
of precision handheld cutting and bending
tools for the metal roof industry. Their
R-Panel and Ag-Panel trim notching tools
significantly reduce labor times, cost, and
increases roof quality.

Englert Inc

1200 Amboy Ave.

Perth Amboy, NJ 08861
800-364-5378
info@englertinc.com
www.englertinc.com

Englert is a leading manufacturer of metal
roofing and gutter systems. We are built on
a simple core principle, dedicating ourselves
to help our customers succeed. With our
unmatched sales, support, technical, and
customer service teams, we will be with

you every step of the way to ensure your
success.

Formwright

1195 S 250 W
LaGrange, IN 46761
260-463-4010
260-463-4011 (fax)
office @formwright.com

Formwright, a leading dealer of NTM
rollforming machines, specializes in
complete package setups with machines,
custom trailers, and tools. We offer the
SSQIl Multi-Pro, SSR Multi-Pro Jr, and
Mach II Gutter machines, and our heavy-

duty trailers are specifically designed for
rollforming. We provide phone support and
on-site service, ensuring your operation
runs smoothly.

Formtek

9280 Dutton Drive
Twinsburg, OH 44087
216-292-4460
sales@formtekgroup.com
www.formtekgroup.com

Formtek is a global group of leading

metal forming equipment manufacturers
known for innovation, reliability, and
technical expertise. With trusted brands
including B&K, Dahlstrom, Hill Engineering,
Lockformer, Tishken, and Yoder, Formtek
delivers advanced solutions and expert
support to meet metal forming and
fabricating needs worldwide.

Four Star Welding

151 W Fork Combest Creek
Plains, MT 59859
406-880-0323

Four Star Welding LLC manufactures sheet
and coil handling equipment for the metal
roll forming industry. Our line includes
upenders, coil rack, sheet racks and roller
tables, as well as customized machinery
built to fit your specific needs. With a
commitment to excellence in innovative
design and attention to detail, we strive to
exceed your expectations.

Howick Limited

117 Vincent Street, Howick
Auckland 2014, New Zealand
412-526-5717
sales@howickltd.com
www.howickltd.com

For nearly 50 years, Howick has helped
builders gain a competitive edge with
framing automation. Our precision roll-
forming machines create ready-to-assemble
steel framing for walls, floors, trusses, and
telescopic panels. Customers benefit from
rapid build speeds, improved accuracy,
reduced waste, and the support of a team
committed to exemplary service.

MR6 Tech Services
PO Box 386
Sharpsburg, GA 30277
770-852-0669



tracy@mr6tech.com
www.mr6tech.com

MR6 Tech Services is a veteran-owned,
family-operated partner for premium
Schlebach roll-forming equipment and
expert support throughout the sheet

metal industry. We combine premium
machinery with expert installation, training,
and exceptional service after the sale,
delivering the long-term support sheet metal
professionals can count on.

Malco Tools, Inc.

14080 State Hwy 55 NW
Annandale, MN 55302
320-274-8246

customerservice @malcotools.com
www.malcotools.com

Malco Tools, Inc., based in Annandale,
Minnesota, is one of the nation’s leading
solution developers and manufacturers of a
variety of high-quality specialty hand tools
for the HVAC and building construction
trades. Backed by 75 years of history, these
specialized tools are built to last, rigorously
tested and backed by a limited lifetime
warranty.

Marion Manufacturing, Inc.
201 S. Coble

Marion, KS 66861

620-382-3751

620-382-2322 (fax)
sales@marionmanufacturing.com
www.marionmanufacturing.com

“Form your future” with a machine from
Marion Manufacturing, Inc. We offer:
Trim Machines, Panel Machines, Shears,
Decoilers, Hemmers, Rebar Hot Heading
Lines, Flashing Lines and More.

Metal Rollforming Systems
4511 N. Freya St.

Spokane, WA 99217
888-284-6794
info@mrsrollform.com
www.mrsrollform.com

Metal Rollforming Systems manufactures
and sells the highest quality American-made
roll-forming equipment and accessories
available at prices that cannot be beat. With
30+ years in business and more than 50
different product lines, including panel roll
formers, trim roll formers, slitters, upenders,

profiled shears and more.

MetalForming, LLC
100 International Dr.
Peachtree City, GA 30269
770-631-0002
info@metalforming-usa.net
www.metalforming-usa.com

We offer A World Of Possibilities with over
25 years of selling and servicing high-quality
metal folders, shears, rollformers, slitters,
and curvers from the most respected manu-
facturers across the globe. Our service and
parts organization is the largest and most
experienced in the business. Visit our booth
and see rollformers from Schlebach and
VietSteel as well as folders from Schroeder.

Profiilikeskus 0Y
Teppolantie 4

Kempele, Finland, 90440
514-922-7702

topi.tulkki @profiilikeskus.ca
www.profiilikeskus.ca

Profiilikeskus is a Finnish manufacturer

of high-quality roliforming machinery for
roofing, siding, gutters, downspouts, and
custom metal profiles. Our machines are
built for durability, efficiency, and minimal
maintenance, serving manufacturers
worldwide. With solutions ranging from
single-purpose lines to multi-profile systems,
we also design custom equipment tailored to
customer requirements.

Star 1 Products LLC
3394 W. Geers Road
McBain, M| 49657
231-825-0163

Star 1 Products offers simple, hassle-free
felt application processes, continuously
improving by custom feedback, designed
with the operator in mind. The splicing
feature virtually eliminates all waste in metal
and felt... saving you money on every job.
Star 1 Products also provides solutions for
handling long metal packs, coil handling,
coil storage.

Stoll Metalworks
6600 Back Lane
Waynesboro, PA 17268
717-387-5572
717-762-5670 (fax)

Supplier Directory

Stoll Metalworks is a young and growing
company located in southern Pennsylvania.
We offer low-tech affordable trim brakes and
coil upenders for the metal roofing industry.
Our trim brakes and coil upenders are
available in a variety of configurations to fit
your unique business requirements.

SWI Machinery

85 Howell Ave.

Fairburn, GA 30213
770-766-0880
info@swimachinery.com
SWimachinery.com

SWI is among the top brands of sheet metal
processing equipment with heavy-duty,
easy-to-use machines for coil handling,
uncoiling, slitting/blanking, folding, and
recoiling. With significant advancements in
programming, controls and mechanics, SWI
is delivering fully-automated processes that
achieve exceptional production throughput
for today’s sheet metal fabricators. Brands
include: CX5, Marxman, Simplex, and
Duplex.

Toolcrest

218 E Marquis Rd.

LaGrange, IN 46761
260-463-2060
sales.toolcrest@emailprint.net

Toolcrest™ trailers are designed by
contractors, for contractors, to get the

job done on time and up to standards.
Crowned for its versatility and heavy duty
construction, every trailer is equipped with
exclusive features to help your crew gain
efficiencies on the job, while preserving the
lifespan of your equipment.

Van Mark Products Inc.
24145 Industrial Park Dr.
Farmington Hills, MI 48072
248-478-1200
sales@van-mark.com
https://www.van-mark.com

Van Mark Products has been manufacturing
premium metal bending brakes for nearly 60
years. Designed to function as a portable
metalworking shop, Van Mark tools allow
you to bend and cut up to 24 gauge painted
steel, making them ideal for metal roofing
and other on-site trim and aluminum work.
PB
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COLOR-MATCHED

KEEP YOUR METAL ROOF CLEAN,
CONSISTENT, AND SHARP

PRODUCTS

833-473-3368
34 Denver Rd.
Denver, PA 17517

Superior Quality
Telehandler Boxes

In-Stock For
Next Day Shipping

Sy

WANT T0 SEE ALL OF OUR DUMPSTER PRODUCTS?
Ask for our FREE catalog!

Call us at (717) 355-2008

Q137 Meadow Creek Road, New Holland, PA 17557

Aztec Washer Company

MASTER FLASH®

ROOFING  PLUMBING © ELECTRICAL  HU/AC * SOLAR
From the smallest to the

LARGEST,

the most complete line available.

Pipe Range: Fits: 1/8” to 39-1/2” Pipes
Base Range: 2-1/4” to 44” (1 meter)

1-800-WASHER 5 (927-4375 ¢ Ph: 858-513-4350 ¢ info@aztecwasher.com  www.aztecwasher.com
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WE ADD THE VALUE TO THE METAL

ABOVE AND
BEYOND
STEEL COIL

WE OFFER A VARIETY OF PRODUCTS

See how Progressive Metals can
exceed your expectations!

PROGRESSIVEMETALS.COM |

Call Toll Free: 855.835.9762
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MANUFACTURER OF ROLL FORMING EQUIPMENT

o Shears o SlitLine

o Coil Upenders

 Trim Roll Formers
o Panel Lines

o Uncoilers

o Wrappers
Millersburg, Ohio

(330) 674-4003 - ACUFORMEQUIPMENT.COM

==== AMERICAN

GARAGE DOOR FACTORY

GARAGE DOORS —» DIRECT <«—
SALES@QAMGDF.COM - 888-600-8852

The ultimate protection for post
frame foundations, backed by

a 40-year rot prevention
guarantee.

Phone: (610) 377-3270
Polesaver-pf.com

[
Formwright

Outfitting Standing Seam
Rollforming Businesses

Machines | Trailers | Tools | Service

Give Us A Call Today 260.463.4010

CENTRAL
6 STATES

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

Scan the QR code to
learn more or visit

METAL ROOFING
& SIDING TOOL

e Faster Installation
e Straighter Cuts
* Precision Layout

Accepting
New Dealers!

¢ Patented Design

RIBRUNNERTOOLS.COM 419-262-1285

with Grandura snow guards. Grandura

Unique shapes
40+ color options
Easy installation

Are you a standing seam roofer?
Request your free demo kit today!

Order Now! 272.215.7196
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BECOME A MANUFACTURER OF
METAL GARAGES & CARPORTS

864-446-3645

coldspring@wctel.net - www.coldspringmetal.com
2139 Hwy. 20 N « Abbeville, SC

Reach 88,000  tug BUSY BEA\’E% =)
homes every XT E
14 days! :

ads@busybeaverextreme.com
www.busybeaverpublications.com

Everything but the coil on one pallet.

Fasteners and Accessories for Rollforming Manufacturers
and Wholesale Building Products Distributors.

Accessories and Components for
® Metal Roofing ® Standing Seam ®Low Slope ®BUR®TPO

® Asphalt Shingle Roofing ®Post and Steel Frame Buildings
Home of the WoodZip, SteelZip, ConZip, Dekzip,
Panclip, and S.C.A.M.P. line of premium fasteners.

www.directmetalsinc.com Phone: 855-800-8878

QUALITY PRODUCTS
COMPETITIVE PRICES
& MIOST ORDERS SHIP THE SAME DAY

* Screws °
* Pipe Flashings -°

Closures *
Butyl Tape -

Ridge Vent
And much more!

Ph: (334) 283-4030 - FAX (334) 283-4032
info@goldenrulefastenersinc.com - www.goldenrulefastenersinc.com
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MEBTAL [Ro0FING TRANSEORT

Standard Features:
e Dexter Axles * Sand Blasted & Painted
e Safety Locks on Dump Cylinders
*42” Wide Pop-up Rollers On Each Sides
e Wireless Trailer Remote Control e« Full LED Lights

RovaL MEeTAL WORKS | 931-739-7777
1954 Hickory Valley, Sparta, TN 38583

SCHWEISS

DOORS

HYDRAULIC-~-BIFOLD

ONE-PIECE DOORS STRAP LIFT DOORS

* AG DOORS * BARN DOORS
* SHOP DOORS  * MAINTENANCE DOORS

SCHWEISSDOORS - COM

THE DOOR LEADER

507-575-4999
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Manufacturers of Storage, Specialty
and Post Frame Garage Doors

Arthur, IL. sales@kevmar.net
61911 217.543.2828

.
ANUFACTURER (

M RC OF JUIF
We manufacture:
« Gutter Guard Machines [JUA
+ Drip Edge Machines AT AN AFFORDAR
+ Custom Roll Formers
« Slitters
+ Uncoilers , . .
«Recoilers Stop in or write to us, include your phone
« Cupola Roof Hemmer number and we will call you back.

The “Original” post protector

Low cost - Easy slide on
«Also available, | FLASUHSAIEE | board protector

sales@plastisleeve.com
Toll free 877-775-3383

www.plastisleeve.com

Flack Hill Machine

7671 State Rte 514 - Big Prairie OH 4461

LAMINATED COLUMNS

MORE STRENGTH | MORE STABILITY [ MORE VALUE

1775 Old Gray Station Rd.
Johnson City, TN 37615
whiteconstructioncompany.net

800-936-0844

Call Us Today!

DAY3£STAR 866-7-DAYSTAR

High Performan Lighting Systems

Your natural

lighting solution.

Cut your energy costs and enjoy
brilliant, natural light with DayStar.™

Ph 618-426-1868 | Fax 618-426-1888
14226 Highway 4 | Campbell Hill, IL 62916

THE MOST AFFORDABLE, ALL-IN-ONE
SOLUTION FOR IN-GROUND POST DECAY
AND UPLIFT RESTRAINT

P (610) 377-3270

www.planetsaverind.com Made in the USA

REACH EVERY
SUBSCRIBER

In print & online of every
Shield Wall Media magazine
for under $900 per month! That
represents 150,000+ impressions.

FOR MORE INFO CONTACT GARY REICHERT:
715-252-6360

RS, Rolforming Bural =~ BLAIN

= ROOEING Metal
FRAMEBUILDINGZ Enm ENTS  Builder
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Best Practices

By Bryce Luckett, APA - The Engineered Wood Association

Builder Tips

Minimize Nail Pops

hy it Matters: Nail pops
can create aesthetic
issues with roofing and
thin flooring, and cause
floor squeaks that can become a quality
issue for the builder and homeowner.

Nail “pop” or “backout” describes the
protrusion of nail heads above the surface
sometime after they were originally driven
into the wood (Figure 1). This sometimes
happens when green (wet) lumber shrinks
because of drying. The nail point stays put
while the lumber shrinks along the shank,
exposing the nail head.

Repeated wetting and drying of
the wood may also cause “cumulative
pop” (the nail backs out of the wood
incrementally). Staples can also “pop” or
“backout” under these conditions.

Tip 1: Choose the
correct materials.

Use dry lumber or engineered wood
framing such as I-joists, trusses, glulam,
or structural composite lumber, which
is manufactured in a dry condition.
Remember that even kiln-dried lumber
has enough water left in it to cause some
shrinkage.

Tip 2: Use the proper
length of fasteners.

When attaching plywood underlayment
to a subfloor (Figure 2), use nails
having a length approximately equal to
the total thickness of the subfloor and

underlayment layers. If pneumatically
driven fasteners are used, foot pressure
should be applied near the fastener to
assure contact between the underlayment
and subfloor. Do not overdrive or
underdrive fasteners, which could result
in “telegraphing” fastener or panel joint
location through resilient tile or sheet
flooring.

Tip 3: Reduce nail pops.

Use of deformed-shank nails may help
reduce cumulative pop. For fastening
underlayment, APA recommends ring- or
screw-shank nails.

Tip 4: Prepare the
framing surface.
Attach wood structural panel roof

DISCLAIMER: The information contained herein is based on APA - The Engineered Wood Association's continuing programs of labora-
tory testing, product research, and comprehensive field experience. Neither APA, nor its members make any warranty, expressed or implied,
or assume any legal liability or responsibility for the use, application of, and/or reference to opinions, findings, conclusions, or recommen-
dations included in this publication. Consult your local jurisdiction or design professional to assure compliance with code, construction,
and performance requirements. Because APA has no control over quality of workmanship or the conditions under which engineered wood
products are used, it cannot accept responsibility for product performance or designs as actually constructed.
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Best Practices

or floor sheathing to a clean, level framing surface. If framing
hangers or connectors are attached to the top of supporting
framing members, shims or furring strips made from wood
structural panels may need to be placed between these hardware
components, to make the framing surface flush. Otherwise, gaps
between the sheathing and framing could result in nail pops when
the sheathing is subjected to construction loads or foot traffic. PB

Bryce Luckett is an engineered wood specialist within APAs Market
Access and Development division.

APA - The Engineered Wood Association offers an extensive
collection of detailed technical information for architects, builders,
code officials, engineers, specifiers and others in the trade.

Have a question? Contact APA’s Help Desk at help@apawood.org.
APA Headquarters: 7011 So. 19th St., Tacoma, WA 98466. 253-565-
6600 » Fax 253-565-7265

Request editorial topic coverage by reaching out to
Karen Knapstein at (phone) 715-952-1633,
(fax) 715-304-3604 or karen@shieldwallmedia.com.

New Product

MWI Components Introduces X-Treme Series Ventilation Products

MWI Components has introduced its X-Treme Series of
ventilation products, which includes X-Flex, X2, and XE. The
products are designed to provide airflow while helping protect
roof assemblies from moisture, insects, dirt, and debris.

X-Flex is a ridge ventilation product designed to promote
airflow while helping prevent pests and debris from entering the
roof system. It is available in multiple profiles to accommodate a
variety of roofing applications.

X2isaclosure ventilation product constructed from non-woven
modified PET fiber. The design provides airflow while helping
reduce moisture buildup and freezing concerns. The material also
helps keep dirt, insects, and debris out of the roof assembly. The
product is designed for straightforward installation.

XE provides a ventilation option with durable construction and
afocus on ease of installation. It is designed to provide dependable
ventilation performance while offering an economical alternative
for applications where budget considerations are important.

The X-Treme Series products are available for use in a range of
roofing applications, giving contractors, builders, and distributors
options for addressing ventilation requirements while considering
airflow, moisture management, durability, and installation.

phone 800-360-6467 « www.mwicomponents.com

X-Flex X-Treme ridge vent closure.

X2 Classic Ag closure. pHOTOS COURTESY OF MWI COMPONENTS
WWW.SHIELDWALLMEDIA.COM
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Building Profit on Purpose™

By Zach Forner

Where Did All the Profit Go?

ecently, I was speaking with the
owner of a busy trades business.
By most standards, business
was going well. The phones
were ringing, the schedule was full, and
there was no shortage of work. Like many
owners, he was putting in long hours while
carrying the weight of leading both a
growing business and a growing family. As
we talked, one thing became increasingly
clear. The challenge finding
customers or keeping everyone busy. The
challenge was profitability. In fact, his
profit margins were well below industry
norms, yet despite working harder than
ever, he wasn’t sure what needed to change.

Profitability is a subject that receives
far less attention than sales, marketing,
or growth, yet it is one of the clearest
indicators of a healthy business.
Unfortunately, it's also one of the most
misunderstood words in  business.
Some people hear the word profit and
immediately assume it means putting
money ahead of people or compromising
quality in pursuit of a bigger paycheck.
Nothing could be further from the truth.
Healthy profitability isn’t about greed; it’s
about stewardship.

A profitable business has the freedom
to hire good people, invest in better
equipment, weather difficult seasons, serve
customers with excellence, spend more
time with family, and give generously to
causes that matter. Without healthy profit,
even the best businesses eventually begin
operating from a place of pressure instead
of purpose. That's why every business
owner should occasionally stop and ask
one simple question: “Where’s the profit?”
Not because the business is failing, but
because its remarkably easy to confuse
activity with progress.

One of the most memorable pictures
in Scripture comes from Haggai 1:6: ..
he who earns wages does so to put them
into a bag with holes” It’s a simple picture,

wasn't
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but one many business owners can
immediately understand. The work gets
completed. Customers pay their invoices.
Revenue comes into the business. Yet
when the month comes to an end and the
income is reviewed, there never seems to
be as much left over as expected. Like the
business owner I mentioned earlier, our
first instinct is often to chase more work.
Sometimes that’s the answer. But often the
issue isn't what is going into the bag; its
the holes we've failed to notice.

Healthy profitability isn't about
greed; it's about stewardship.

To provide a little more context, God
wasn't saying that earning a living is
supposed to feel like putting wages into a
bag with holes. Rather, He was correcting
the Israelites and showing them that
there was a reason their hard work wasn’t
producing the results they expected.
Whether youre reading the passage
from a business perspective or simply
appreciating the illustration, it’s a picture
that still speaks today. A bag with holes will
never hold what it was designed to carry,
and businesses often work the same way.
Most companies don’t lose profitability
because of one catastrophic decision.

More often, profit quietly slips away
through dozens of ordinary decisions that
seem insignificant on their own. Over
time, those small leaks become significant,
leaving owners wondering why the reward
never seems to match the effort.

One of the most common patterns I
see is what I call the cycle of unprofitable
busyness. It’s interesting how being busy
can deceive us into feeling productive. At
the end of the day, we collapse into a chair
exhausted. Our spouse asks, “How was
your day?” and after working twelve hours,
we laugh and respond, “I have no idea”
Most business owners have experienced
that moment. We worked hard, answered

the calls, solved the problems, and put out
the fires. But did any of it actually move
the business forward, or were we simply
moving faster inside the same problems?

Business especially
susceptible to this because activity feels
productive. Profitability, however, requires
reflection. Eventually, every successful
owner reaches a point where they realize
they can no longer wear every hat, solve
every problem, and measure success
by how exhausted they are at the end of
the day. Instead, they begin measuring
something far more important: the overall
health of the business.

If youre reading this and thinking,
“I really do need to focus more on
profitability, here’s a simple place to
begin. At the end of each month, instead
of simply asking, “How busy were we?”,
ask yourself:

o Which jobs produced the healthiest
profit?

« Which jobs quietly drained our profit?

o Did we price our work in a way that
reflected the value we provided?

« What is one hole in the bag we can
repair before next month?

While you can't solve profitability
overnight, these questions will begin
changing the way you think about your
business. Before chasing more work next
month, take a careful look at the work
you've already completed. Ask where profit
was earned. Ask where it quietly slipped
away. Ask if you priced your work correctly
rather than competing on price. Then begin
repairing the holes. You may discover that
the greatest opportunity for growth isn’t
found by adding more to the bag. It’s found
by making sure the bag no longer leaks. PB

owners are

Zach Forner is the founder of Profit
Builders Group™, where he helps roofing
and construction companies strengthen
profitability, leadership, sales, and business
operations through Christ-centered methods.
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Ready to level up?

Fuel your roofing business for 2027.

Expand your business by offering
standing seam capabilities.

Machine ownership puts you in
control of schedule and profits.

¥ Plan your year end spending. Invest
now for next year’s success.

I

®
New Tech Machinery

BUY NOW & SAVE

Prices will increase on January 1, 2027.
Level Up Your Business

SIGN-UP FOR OUR NEWSLETTER

[
Formwright

OFFICE FAX ADDRESS
260.463.4010 260.463.401 1195 S 250 W « LaGrange, IN 46761
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